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go on with this work. I know it is
more frem a ¢ement point of view than
from a lime point of view, but as the
Government want to see lime supplied
to the agriculturists at the cheapest
_possible rate and at the earliest possible
moment, I think members can leave
the matter with the Government.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington—
in reply) [5:3]: The discussion has
been more favourable than I expected.

The Minister for Works: 'There are
other people who want to manufacture
cerment.

Mr. .GEORGE: The Minister for
Works was not here when I made me
first remarks or he would not have made
his present interjection. 1 asked the
Government to investigate the matter,
and use their diseretion. I do not know
the parties interested ; I simply know
Mr. Newnham, but I do not know Mr.
Johnson.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The matter ought to
be gone on with at once.

Mr. GEORGE: Ii the member for
"Forrest had had my experience in
matters of this kind, and if he wished
to escape from attacks as to interested
motives, he would have as little to
do with private promoters as possible.
After listening &0 the speech of the
Minister for Lands and taking his speech
to really mean an undertaking that the
Government would go into the matter
&t once, and that they recognise that the
sonse of the House is favourable to the
proposition, and that they will have a
definite proposition, with the idos that it
will be square and suitable for Western
Australia, and that this proposition will
be placed before Parliament before any
action is teken, I am satisfied, and I am
sure my constituents will be.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Toes this mean 12
mont’hs deley ?

Mr. GEORGE: It may mean a
little delay ; but I do not think it un-
reasonable when the Government have
got to the point that they can grip the
matter, and it ig only a few months
befora Parlisment will meet again.

Mr. O'Loghlen: I would like to eee
something done now.

[COUNCIL.)

Mr. GEORGE: 8o would I, but I
do not think it would he right to force
this matter, sceing that the session ¢annot
last more than a few days now. T should
be sorry to forece the Government to
jump into a proposition of this sort,
and in six or eight months' time come
to the House incensed with the idea
that they hed not gone properly into
the matter. 1 am prepared to give them
all the time which is reasonable to
investigate it. Accepting tho speech of
the Minister for Lands as an indication
that he will recommend the matter
to the Government, and believing the
sense of the House is with me, I ask
leave to withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

House adjourned at §-7 p.m.

Legistative Council,
Wednesday, 24th November, 1915.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
3 p.m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. J. CORNELL
leave of absence for six consecutive
sittings granted to Ion. J. W. Kirwan
on the ground of urgent private business,

On miotion by Hon. R. G. ARDAGH,
leave of absence for the remainder of the
session granted to Hon. R. D. McKenzie
on the ground that he has proceeded to
England to give his services in the de-
fence of the Empire.
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BILL—SALE OF LIQUOR REGULA-
TION (No. 2).

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon, A. J. H. SAW (Metropolitan-
Suburban} [3.8]: I bhave no intention
of thrashing this matter out at any great
length. I think the House is fully aware
of my views on the subjeet. It will be
within the recollection of members that
when the Bill which preceded this one was
before the Fouse T expressed the fear
that if the suggestion which Mr. Cole-
bateh had thrown ouf-—that we should in-
sert in another Bill the 9 to 9 clause—
were carried, it might lead to a game of
battledore and shuttlecock between the
two Houses. I think I may claim that I
was a fairly good prophet, That game
was played but I was wrong in one par-
tienlar. I had an idea that possibly the
game was going to be vantage all, hut it
did not prove to be so. At the first ser-
vice the other side c¢laimed that we over-
stepped the service line, and the result
was that the Bill was bandied about with
various rnessages, nntil it was finally dis-
posed of yesterday, and we are no fur-
ther advanced. I hope on the present
oceasion this House is not going to be
led down a similar blind alley and I trust
members will not attempt to put into
this Bill the 9 to 9 eclanse. The 9 to 9
idea was a very good one in September
but at this late hour, when we imagine
the session may come to an end almost
any day, I feel perfectly sure that if a
clause for the 9 to O proposal is inserted
in the Bill, it will only mean that the Bill
will be wrecked entirely. Personally, 1
believe that the 9 to 9 is a very fair com-
promise, but the time for that has passed
by and we are faced with the question
that we must accept the principle of the
referendum and the Bilt somewhat in its
present shape, that is as we have it before
us now, or we will get no Bill at all.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Why has the time
for the 9 to 9 proposal passed hy?

Hon. A. J. H. SAW : Because we know
that a motion was moved in another place
and it was negatived without even a divi-
sion. There has hbeen a considerable
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amount of praise lavished on another
place because of their attitade on this
question. 1 think that praise is entirely
undeserved, So far as I ean see, the atli-
tnde taken up by another place is very
much like that of a combatant who, wheu
challenged to fight, turns round and says,
“Iold me or T will hit him.” I do nol
believe that they intended to do anvthing
further in temperance legislation than
tins House is resolved to do, but there is
undoubtedly a censiderable demand far
thie carlier elosing of public-houses during
the war, and in justice to that demand,
and in justice (o what everyone of us
must recognise to he a praper thing, we
shonld allow this Bill te go through.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Tt will he law when
the war is over.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: T am going to
deal with that peini in a minute, but I
would like to ask the Colonial Seeretary
if he ean give the House any information
as to the intentions of the Premier in re-
rard lo the date on which the referendum
is to he taken.

Hon. W, Kingsmill : In May next.

Hon. AL 10 H, SAW: T ask that ques-
ilon bevause the Coloniel Secretary has
told us that the Legislative Council elee-
tions will take place next May and in an-
ofher place we have had it from the Ai-
torney General that it is probable ihal Lhe
referendum will he taken at that time, T
mentioned that faet al a relebrated meet-
ing of which hon. members have heard
a great deal but at whieh unfortunately
not many were present———

Hon. J. J. Holmes: There wonld have
been a row if ‘there had been.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: When I men-
tioned at that meeting that the referen-
dam would probahly take place in May
the Premier coniradicted me and said that
was not so, and I was put to the painful
necessity of looking up the reports in the
newspapers. and since then the reports in
Hansard, and I found that what I said
was perfectly eorrect. Therefore, I wanl
to know from the Colonial Secretary if
the Premier has made up bhis mind as to
the npproumate date on which the refer-
endum is to be held.
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Hon. J. F. Cullen: It cannot be held
in harvesting lime.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: The one blot on
this measure as it comes to us is the faet
that the referendum is not to be taken
until so late a date as May, and if the
measure gets infe Committee T intend to
move an amendment that the referenduwn
shall be taken during January at a date
to be named by the Government,

Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [3.13]: Although this is a
difficult question I have a clear idea in
my own mind as to what should be done.
1 will not say that this House bhas
climbed down, but I will say that it has
been compelled to beat a reireat owing
to false tactics and false strategy
in  conneclion with this eontinuance
Bill. It is quite possible that mem-
bers of the public have not been
able to understand all the different steps
which have been taken but every member
here elearly knows what has occurred,
and that is that instead of passing a con-
tinuance Bill, as we have done, we tried
io tack on to the continuance Bill a greal
many amendments which, of course, are
being dealt with in the referendum Bill.
T do not often indulge in personal refer-
ences in connecfion with publie malters,
but T may be permitted to make two.
The first is with vegard to my colleagne
Dr. Saw. He stands in quite a remark-
able position so far as this matter is con-
cerned because he has come here elected
for a very short period. He goes back
next May to face the electors. That is to
say he has come amongst us most re-
cently and he is going back to the electors
sooner than any other member in the
House. Therefore, for both reasons he
may be considered to be in the closest
touch with the electors who have sent
him here, and furthermore he has heen
sent here by a number of electors, a
great deal larger, and I think nearly
double that in any oilber province repre-
sented in this Chamber. We have heard
his admirable speech and he has told us
that he, at any rate, is going to accept
the referendum, I ean only say I en-
tirely agree with him. The other refer-

[COUNCIL.)

ence is to my friend Mr. Colebatch.
I regret I was out of the Chamber when
he eriticised my utterances on the con-
tinuance Bill, in which I emphasised the
tmportange of accepting the referendum.
My hon, friend incidentally observed
that I seemed to have some constitutional
difficulty, whether physical, or mental, or
moral I forget, in taking responsibility.
It is always interesting to see ourselves
as others see us, but I confess this is
about the last eriticism T should have
laid myself open to. So far from refus-
ing to take respounsibilities in public
matters, I even take the responsibility
of oeccasionally differing from him. How
can he taunt me with refusing to take
respongibility in these matters?

Hon. J. F. Cullen: It happens he did
not do it.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I was not
addressing my remarks to the hon. mem-
ber who interjeeted, hut through the
President to the hon. Mr. Colebaich,

The PRESIDENT: It is very wrong
of the hon. member to interrupt.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Whether the
eriticism is just or whether my remarks
are ealled for or vnealled for, these per-
sonal matters do not concern hon. mem-
bers or the public very mnch. On the
public question of this referendum as
against Parliamentary sanction, let me
appeal to my hon, friend and ask why
these frequent taunts and eriticisms
about the public? Surely the public
understand this question. Who will dare
to say that the publie do not understand
the liquor referendum, and who will dare
to say that the publie are not interested
in these questions? As they are the
creators of the hon. member and myself,
as well as of hon, memhers in another
place, why should not the masters and
creators of members of Parliament be
permitted to give their opinion on this
question which they unferstand as clearly
as any hon. member here, and in which
they are vitally interested? The details
of the measure we can diseuss in Com-
mittee, but we all know that as far as
Parliament i concerned, and as far as
the public are concerned, it is the crux
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of lhe matier. Is Partiament going to
decide this queslion or are the people
themselves going to decide it, and if
there is a conflict of opinion between two
bodies, which we were (old were co-
ordinate, are we going to be led into the
blind alley we were led into over the
continuance Bill and beat a hasty and
somewhat undignified retreat? These are
the questions I would like hon. members
to consider. I do not know that it is
advisable to go into the details at this
stage. I have one or two amendments to
sugrest in Committee, but on the second
reading of the Bill and at thig late stage
of the session, I take it we are all agreed
the crux ef the matter is whether this
matter shall be decided by Parliament or
by a referendum to the people. What
claims have hon. members here to dictate
to the public as to the hours when they
shall eclose their hotels? Someone spoke
ahout the andacity of elected persons.
Hon. W. Kingsmill: Insolence.

Hon. A. SANDERSON : That is a
better word, though, perhaps, not quite
Parliameniary. I will leave the word
“insolence” for use outside this House.
What clzim have hon, members here, some
of them representing 500 or 600 electors,
to decide this question? Yet those hon.
members presume to dictate to the gen-
eral public on a question which the pub-
tie clearly understand, if they understand
sny question at all, -and in which they
ure vitally interested. My hon. colleague,
who comes very recently from one of the
largest constituencies, bas wurged this
Chamber to aceept the referendum. It
will be very interesting to see the divi-
sion, and T am very glad to assist my
colleagne in the line of action he has
taken up. T look forward with some
interest and anxiety to what the other
represenfative of the Metropolitan-
Suburban provinee will say on this mat-
ter. Tf it so happens that that hon.
member also is on the side of Dr. Saw
and myvself:

Hon. YW. Kingsmill: That will settle it.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: It mav not
settle it here, but T certainly think it will
settle it in another place and amongst

2665

the general public. It passes compre-
hension {o understand how, even with the
audacity of elected persons, a member
representing 500 persons or a couple of
thousand persons, or let us say 35,000
persons, and sent here lo deal generally
with publie affairs, should presume to
dictate to the public as to what hour they
shall close their hofels. I would tmake
one last appeal to my hon. friend. Why
does not he let himself take the position
to which his character and abilities and
indusiry entitle him, and that js the
leader of a large section of the Liberal
party? How can he expect to take a
position to which, as I say, his character
and ahilities and indusiry entitle him, if
he is going to treat the public like this?
This 18 a democratic country and in the
Federal Parliament, even more demo-
eratie than in the State Parliament, and
how ean (he hon. member hope to succeed
to turn out those persons now on the
Treasury bench unless he has the publie
hehind him? These ate the questions I
am asking myself and I sincerely trust
the Couneil will not bhe led inte the blind
alley inte which it was led over the con-
tinuance Bill, but that the public will be
permitted lo decide the question in which
they are primarily interested and which
they thoroughly undersiand.

Hon, W. EKINGSMILL {Metropoli-
tan) [3.24]: As with the making of books,
so too, T think it may be said to the
amendment of liquor laws, there is no end,
It frequently happens that we get one
amendment of the linuor laws during a
session, but during this session we have
been, shall T say, more foriunate than
usual, in that we have had three oppor-
tunities to consider this most important
question, a question which, as the hon.
gentleman who has just sat down said, is
surrounded with difficulties. TIi is sur-
rounded with difficulties becaunse of an
artifieial atmosnhere which has gradu-
ally been built. if one build an atmos-
phere, around the subject, an artificial
atmosphere within which are found those
persons who are known to a certain see-
tion of the community as the trade—it is
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a funny thing that this trade is spoken
of as if the trade were a mnefarious
thing to -engage in, and in the
engagement of which would be found

,unly eriminals of the deepest dye—but no

doubt those people engaged in the trade
have built around themselves fortifications
and, shall I say entanglements, of a des-
eviption which very often defy the efforts
of those outside to dislodge them. T al-
lude to the Fact that with the eonsidera-
tion of the liquor trade must always be
associated the consideration of the inter-
ests of the (ravelling publie, and the con-
sideration of the inferests of those per-
sons who, not living in homes of their
own, wish to live in hotels—lhe question
ul residential hotels as against merely
drink-gelling hotels. This has always made
the subject more difficult to deal with.
On the other hand, we have a body of
persons animated, T understand, though it
is sometimes had to believe it, by only
the most noble of motives, who wish to
deerease what they look npon as the great-
est evil to which mankind is subject, the
tendency to drink foo mueh, and with
whom I am thoroughly at one in the oh-
ject at which they aim, but about whom
1 often wonder whether they ever think
what an immense amount of harm they do
their case by the methods they adept Lo
bring it before the publie, and, so to speak
ram it down the throais of the publie. 1
do not propose to deal at length or cate-
gorically with any of those very worthy
ladies and gentlemen who bave been ad-
dressing themselves to this subjeet for
some little time past, I prefer to deal
with the combination as a whole, and let
me say it would be well if that combina-
tton known as the West Australian
Alliance were to learn one or two things
—if they were to learn among other things
that it is useless and futile for them to
hope to influence the opinion of any man,
whose opinion is worth having, by threats
and intimidation. So far as I am con-
cerned, threats and intimidation have been
very freely used.

Hon. J. Cornell: They are beyond re-
call,

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, W KINGSMILL: And to those
who have used them, I take this oppor-
(unity of publicly stating that, if I am
to go out of Parliament, T could go out in
ne more worthy fashion than upholding
what T look upon as the best traditions
of Parliament, and I eould go out in no
worthier eause than refusing to allow Par-
linment to be dominated by outside eon-
{rol. That is the position I take up, and
it is the position I would like those ladies
and gentlemen who are so keenly inter-
ested in my welfare during the next few
months, éo learn it is my intention to take
up. 1 have no desire to make this a per-
sanal question, so I will leave out thal
aspect of it. There i5 another matter 1
would like those good ladies and gentle-
men to remember and it is that
my opinion—though they might put
my opinion down as nothing—and
in the opinton of those who have
studied this matter in an unbiassed
and an unprejudiced manner, the
best trealment for the public who are
suffering from the consumption of
too moeh liquor is not legislation,
but the building 1p and ereation of
a public opinion whieh will gradu-
ally carry more and more weight
as the years go on, a public opinion which
will teach members of the eommunity to
helieve that it is a disgraceful and despien-
ble thing to take drink to such an extent
as to interfere with the business of any
man or woman. Let me say that public
apinion, after all, is in my view—and I
think hon. members will agree with me—
the most powerful factor we have in this
modern life of ours. Public opinion to-
day has many more avenues of publien-
tion, so to speak, than it had in vears gone
hy, and I am glad to say that it has very
much more influence on the conduct of
cach member of the community. Those
of ns who care to throw our minds back
a little will recognise that the drink habit
is becoming more and more discredited as
the years go by. Hon, members will, T
think, agree with me when I say ihat even
20 or 25 years ago it was thonght to be
a much less disgraceful thing than to-day
to appear to be suffering from the effects
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of liguor. So as time goes on, this evil—
and undoubtedly it is an evil and a menace
to the community—will tend to cure it-
self. I venture to say that those efforts

on the part of honest-meaning but, in-

my opinion, misgnided individuals who
wish to cure everything by legislation, are
more ¢alenlated to retard the march of
public opinion by antagonising that opin-
ion towards the cause they wish fo be-
friend. Those are my ideas in this eon-
nection. With regard to the making of
people sober by Act of Parliament, the
history of the licensing law of the British
Empire will show that such a eourse, after
all, is not very hopeful. If westudy even
the first licensing law ever introduced
in England, over 400 years ago now—I
think the date was 1495—we find that it
was 4 law which was passed for the pur-
pose of taking sureties from the keepers
of ale houses that those who assembled
on their premises should be of good be-
haviour. There was nothing about ineul-
eating sobriety into the minds of ihe
mediaeval gentlemen who wished to go
upon the loose. Nothing of that sort at all.
It was merely the keeping and the
restoration of the public order. From
that time up to the present, legislation
has been directed towards the end that
these places where drink is sold shall not
be a danger and a menace to the per-
sonal comfort of the community in which
they exist. Again, T am led to the con-
elnsion that ill-considered restrictions
have often exactly the opposite effect to
that which they were intended to bring
about; and I fear that in this conneetion
a very great deal of blame for those
scenes, more or less disgraceful, which
have oceurred in all the eapital cities of
Australia—I refer to the drinking babit
amongst some of our soldiers: unfortu-
nately this is too true—are due to the
fact that, as the result of the agitation
of extremists, what has been known as
the dry canteen has been established
thronghout military camps in Australia.
I venture to say that if those extremists
took a moderate view of this question,
they would recognise that many of our
soldiers are used to having a cerfain
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amouni of liquor in their daily lives, and
that if the soldiers had the opportunity
of obtaining liquor in the camps where
they are for the time being under con-
trol, then the periods of license whigh
sometimes oceur when they are away
from that control would not ocenr. [
venture to say that this is a direction in
which our friends bave to some extant
erred. It is my intention—and I speak
with a good deal of diffidence as a re-
presentative of a numerically small
and perhaps unworthy section of the
community, compared with that great
Meiropolitan - Suburban Provinee of
which during this session we have heard
a good deal—to vote for the second read-
ing of the Bill, and I am glad that on the
second reading of this measure my un-
worthy vote will be east with that of
those gentlemen who represent thie Metro-
politan-Suburban Province, 1 am glad,
further, to say, with that disregard of
vote values characterising the party to
which they belong, that my wnworlhy vote
will ecount just as much as theirs. T
intend to vote for the second reading
of the Bill becanse of its underlying
prineiple, because of the subject-malter
of the Bill—the shortening of the hours
during which hotels may keep open. As
to the means by which the shortening of
the hours is to be arrived at, that of
course is a battlefield for the two op-
posing sections of the House. Person-
ally I do not consider that the principle
which is laid down in this Bill is one that
the House should adopt. Personally I
think that in Western Australia, as in
Victoria, and as in New Sonth Wales,
Parliament should take that responsibil-
ity which the electors have conferred
upon it. As a matter of fact it appears
to me that those ladies and gentlemen to
whom I have alluded as taking the
greatest possible outward intercst in this
matter, seem to desire at the present
juncture a referendum a good deal more
than they desire redunetion of hours. The
referendum seems {o bhe o them some new
toy with which they are to play. I am
zlad to find, however, that my conten-
tion as to the inutility of a referendum
for this purpose is backed up by the
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opinion of a gentleman in whose political
faith and in whose political ideas fhe re-
ferendum plays a very important part
—1I allude to Mr, Cornell. When we find
Mr, Cornell holding that in this eonnee-
tion a referendum is not justified, I am
inclined to think that my opinion is
doubly strengthened inasmueh as it is
supported by one who [ know atiaches
the greatest possible valne {o this legis-
lation. We know that Mr. Cornell as
part of his political faith wounld put for-
ward the referendum wherever it ecan
possibly be fitted in, and in my opinion
also where it eannot be fitted in. When
we find a gentleman of that sort, whose
pet scheme is a referendum, who is an
anthority on referendums, saying that
this Bill is no proper place for a refer-
endum, then I consider we have the
sirongest possible backing for our
opinion against the referendum in
ihis connection. In my view Par-
liameut, as 1 have already said,
should fake that responsibility with
which the electors endowed us when
they sent ns here. I do not be-
lieve a member of Parliament is sent
here as a delegate to run back to his
electors to find out what he is to do on
any particular subjeet. I think that
when a2 member of Parliament is
elected for a certain term of years, he is
sent into Parliament to use his discretion
during that term of years. With regard
to this being a subject that the people
should decide upon, I do not see that it
is & suhject which the people should de-
cide upon any more than a hundred and
one subjects which come before us daily
for decision during the course of our
legislative duties. Why this subject
should be singled out passes my compre-
hension. Unfortunately, this is 2 matter
on which I have nothing to say as re-
gards voting power, hecaues it will be
settled in Committee; bui personally 1
would be very pleased indeed to see
embodied in this Bill that provision
which these worthy ladies and gentle-
men asked for when they first started
ont on this mission and which has as-
sumed in their eves such tremendous im-
portance—that we should give them

[COUNCIL.)

either eight to eight or nine to nine, or
some provision of that sort for the trad-
ing hours of hotels, If, however, this
House in its wisdom does not strike out
the clauses with regard to the referen-
dum, but insists npon keeping the refer-
endum in the Bill, then I say the method
which hus been proposed of taking that
referendum, and the method which is
proposed of voting on it, are faulty in the
extreme. I am glad to say that here
again [ am able to agree with Mr. Cor-
nell. I observe that he has on the No-
tice Paper an amendment which hag the
efleet of putfing the various hours set
down for the consideration of the elee-
tors as if they were candidates at an
election, and that under Mr. Cornell’s
amendment the same procedure is to be
adopted with regard to voting for hours
as would be adopted in regard to voling
for persons; that electors shounld express
their preference, and that the referen-
dums should be earried out under pre-
cisely the same conditions as elections for
this Flouse or for the Legislative Assem-
bly are carried out, I think that 15 a
most admirable provision, and if this
House does not decide—as I hope it will
decide—to fix the hours itself, I should
favour ithose hours which we have al-
ready fixed in another Bill, namely, nine
o nine. If this House does not decide to
do that, then I should he very pleased
indeed .to see effect given to the course
recommended by Mr, Cornell. We have
to remember that this Bill comes before
us as a war emergency measure. If it
comes before ws as a war emergency
measure, how extremely ridiculous is the
proposition whieh has been enunciated by
{he leader of the House, and enunciated
by the Premier, and enunciated by the
father of the Bill, the Attorney General,
that the referendum on this question
should take place in May next—in May
next, when all of us fervently hope, and
hope with some little foundation of prob-
ability, that this unhappy war may be at
an end. It is undoubtedly a fact that we,
in common with other nations and States,
must give something to this war, must
signify in some way our willingness to
render our people more fit and more able
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to cope with the unbappy conditions by
which they are surrcunded. Every coun-
try has done something—some have done
a greal deal. T was reading the other day
an aceount in a remarkable book which
las lately lbeen published called Russia
and the World by Stephen Graham, of
that great action which was taken in
Russia, one of the greatest social actions
whieh, I suppose, has been taken in all
time—first, the restriction by the Czar of
the use of vodka, and secondly, and
greater sfill, the practically voluntary
giving up by the Russian people of all
sorls of other intoxieating liquor. Prae-
tically at a stroke of the pen, Russia be-
came teetotal. That reminds me that we
all owe to the times in which we live,
some action of the sort. The same author
uses in that work a phrase which has
struck me as being very applicable to all
our lives, It was this—

This war is as a great wind blowing
through our lives, so that those things
that ean be shaken down may be
shaken down, and those things which
cannot be shaken may remain.

1 hope that this House, in iis wisdom,
undeterred and uninfluenced to any great
extent by the turmoil which is oceurring
outside will give to this question, as it
does lo most questions with which it has
to deal, that calm deliberation swhich
generally characterises this Chamber;
and ] personally hope lhat another place
will be able to realise that, at all events
in emergencies, one of the first duties of
Parliament—not of the Legislative Coun-
c¢il alone. but of the Legislative Council
and of the Legislative Assembly com-
bined—is to aet with decision, to take
responsibility and to aet promptly. If
this spirtt infuses us, then I have no
doubt whatever but that this Bill will go
down to another place, and I hope it will
be accepted there, with definite hours
fixed in it. I {rust this House will be
courageons enough to take that respon-
sibility which, strangely enough, in this
connection the Government do not seem
anxious to take. Ii is a most strange and
unaccustomed thing to find the present
Government shirking responsibility. If
it were a matter of finanee, we would
find them ruoshing in without giving a
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second thought to it. But let us hope
that i the Government on their part are
not willing to take the responsibilify, this
House will show them the way to do it,
and will act up to the best traditions of
Parliament by deciding to do what, after
all, our electors sent us here to do,
namely, to regulate the trading hours of
licensed prennses in YWestern Anstralia.
T think if that is done, then, evea if our
aciion does not meet with the approval
of a somewhat limiled, though noisy,
section of the community, it will meet
with the approval of those thinking men
atd women who, after all, are the great
power whiech has to be recognised in
etections and in the conduct of the State
generally. I support the second reading
of the Bill.

Hon, J. CORNELL (South) [3.45]:
T do not desire te take up the time of
the House unduly. I bave already spoken
ai some length on the measure that was
ruled out of order but the Bill now be-
fore us in some particulars is distinet
from the Bill which was ruled out of
order. The intenlion of the Government
in the lapsed Bill was that if it was
agreed to by the Legislature a referen-
dum would be submitted to the electors
of Western Australia on ihe Common-
wealth rolls on the 11th of next month.
I said then, and I say now, that if cir-
eumstances warrant the curtailment of
the sale of liquor Parliament is the tri-
bunal to give it effect during the time
of war. T also said and I still adhere to
my opinion that T will be prepared to
vote for the fixing of hours in the Bill
if those hours were 8§ o'clock in the
morning to 10 o’clock at night and T am
still prepared to vote in the direction by
fixing the hours so that we would not
only fix them as temporary legislation,
but practically fixing them as permanent
legislation. Since I made my previous
remarks I have not allered my opinion
as to the excessive drinking as the result
of the war and the ultimate effeet it will
have on its termination. There is much
less liquor consumed now than before
the outhreak of the war, and T do not
think the eclosing of &ll the hotels in
Western Australia will have any bearing
whatsoever on the final ontcome of this
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gigantic struggle. Before I go further
I desire to join with hon. members in
regard to their remarks about the fem-
perance body with an intemperate leader
I reserve the right in this House—and I
am beginning to think it is a preroga-
tive of mine—to dress hon. members
down and bring them to hook. I am
going to take that part and I think hon.
members are worthy of it. Exception
was taken at the public meeting which
was held as to the House adjourning this
measure, I join with members in saying
that if any delay was occasioned that
hon. members in this Honse are not
whelly responsible, I say the Legisla-
ture are responsible—1I mean both
branches are equally responsible for the
delay. I voted for the adjowrnment of
the measure until the following day and
my Teason. wag that it was a measnre
that vitally affected interests probably of
more importance to the State than the
temperanee people. Another reason why
I voted for the adjonrnment was to allow
our intemperate friends to blow off a
little hot air, and they followed the ex-
ample set by this Chamber and have gone
on the “lazy strike” to use their own
words and have adjourned to some future
date. I join with Mr. Kingsmill in say-
ing that abuse is not going, in any way,
to educate the community on the evils of
the liguor traflic. I venture to say that
those who arranged the public meeting
do not express the publie opinion of
Western Australia, If trades nnionists
chose, to-morrow, they could in a few
bhours’ notice convene just as large a
meeting and just as enthusiastic a meet-
ing and a much more intelligent meeting
of workers engaged in the liquor trade as
a counter-hlast. There are many trades
unionists engaged in the liquor trade to-
day and I say from a temperate point
of view they compare more than favour-
able with any section of the community
althongh they are engaged from day to
day in the liquor trade. They are pre-
pared to leave the solution to the Legisla-
ture without undue pressure, If noise and
inveetive were the voice of publie opinion
I say that the public meeting was sym-
holic of al]l public opinion in Western
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Australia. Before any set of individuals
set oul to analyse or criticise another in-
dividual or individnals or any institution
they should first of all put to themselves
the old maxim, “Charity begins at home”
and examine themselves. No man or
woman can point the finger of scorn or
suspicion towards any other individual
unless he or she is free frem suspicion.
The very first speaker at the meetfing, the
Rev. Mr. Wheatley—I do not know if he
is a reverend now, at any rate I bave no
reverence for him—was anything but
congratulatory or complimentary, but as
a public man I refuse to steer my course
by Mr, Wheatley’s compass. I have a
recollection that the hon. gentleman was
a clergyman. He followed that spiritual
eonrse and relinquished it and hecame a
licensed vietualler and so far as both eall-
ings are concerned he has bacn weighed
in the halance and found wanting. I
leave Mr, Wheatley at that, and tura to
another prominent member, a person
who poses as one of the philanthrepic
reformers of the State. The remarks I
am ashout to make regarding this gentle-
man I am prepared to withdraw publicly
if he can substantiate what I am about
to say publicy, I refer to Mr. Albany
Beli. It was said by Mr. Jenkins last
evening that this reform temperance
hody are ardent advocates of the Labour
party, that their journal The Reformer,
whieh is the enly paper I consign to the
waste-paper hasket without opening, is
more cavstie towards the Liberals and all
other shades of opinion opposed to their
views than the official organ of the Lab-
our party the Worker. Whatever may be
said about the Worker as to its views, at
least it must be admitted that it is fair,
but the same eanntot be said of this olher
organ. I know there are some who sup-
port the Labour party because they think
they will get the temperance reform vote.
I do not want these shandy-gaffs, I want
whole hoggers. I want members to sup-
port the platform and to support it for
all that is good in that Labour platform
and that being so I want supporters of
our body to carry out the traditions of
our party. 1 have been informed, and I
think it is correet. I will withdraw it
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publicly if 1 am proved incorreel, that
one of the conditions of employment with
Mr, Albany Bell is that one must not be
a trades unionist. If Mr. Albany Bell
ean contradiet that T will withdraw my
statement publiely, I leave it ab that
until he does contradict it. Trades union-
ists have done more than all the temper-
ance reformers for beltering the condi-
tions of the working people as a whole.
It has been said that the party with whiel
I am assoeciated give nothing else hut pre-
ference to unionists. 1 ask Mr. Albany
Bell to refute the remarks I have said
to-day that he only gives preference to
non-unionists, I also desire to state that
in the work or business with whiech Mr.
Albany Bell is connected that he does
not pay in some instances the full rate
of wages set out by the Arbiiration
Court award. It is a well known fael
that employvers who do not employ un-
ionists ean dodge the Arhitration Court
award. It has been said that this gentle-
man provides his waitresses with uni-
forms, but they are required to pay for
them. If anyobe in the community can
set himself up as a reformer then his own
house should be above suspicion and he
should give the best possible trealment to
his employees.

The PRESIDENT: I should like the
hon. memher to come to the Bill,

Hon. J. CORNELL: I am just com-
ing to the Bill. Much has been said of
the great amount of good that is being
brought about in Russia—and the same
will follow here if this Bill is passed—
by the prohibition of the sale of liquor
by the Russian Government. T have heard
many supporters of this measure say that
many millions sterling have heen saved
by the workers in Russia through the
action of the Russian Government. I
would like to inform those memhbers that
total prohibition does not exist in Russia
io-day and not one of those who
use the argument as an argument
for the reform bhas brought forward

any reliable statistics or information
that the state of affairs that they
say exist in Russia now does exist.

And I invite those supporters, either in
this House or in the public Press, to give
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reliable data for the slalements they have
inade. I have for many years past sub-
seribed Lo several soeialistic papers whieh
have international columns, and which
are out to see whelher actions of Giov-
ernments or other reforms bave bene-

fited the world. I eannof in those papers
find any mention of the good brought
about by the autocratic Russian Govern-
ment. Lovers of polifical and social
economy had better be careful what they
say has been brought about in Russia.
History goes to prove that those free-
doms, of which we hear so mnch, are not
conceded to the great masses of the peo-
ple. The Bill is to be submitted to the
people in May next, at the Council elec-
tions. If the Bill is a war measure, it
should be snbmitted ai the earliest op-
portunity, that is, if it is to go to a re-
ferendum. The mere fact of leaving it
till May will only delay the matter with-
out affecting any, or more than very
litile, economy. The vote will be faken
on a roll totally different from that on
which the elections will be fought, and
there will, therefore, of necessity be an
increase in the number of presiding offi-
einls.  Another factor to he taken into
consideration if the referendum is to be
taken in May, is that of the uncontested
seats. The Soulth Provinece will not be
contested. T can hardly conjure up any-
one foolish enough to oppose Mr. Dodd.
The North Province will not be contested,
for T ean hardly imagine anyone taking
on Sir Bdward Wittenoom, and I venture
to say thal in the Metropolitan seat the
Labonr party will fight shy of opposing
Myr. Kingsmill. If there is to be an elec-
tion in the Metropolitan provinee, it will
prohably be as the result of the temper-
ance section opposing Mr, Kingsmill, T
doubt if there will be any opposition to
Mr. MeLarty’s return in the South-West,

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: What about ile
Metropolitan-Suburban?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Oh you will get
a contest. I am speaking from certain
knowledze of the political movement.
Although there will be no elections in
those provinces I have named, it will be
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necessary to provide all the machinery
for the recording of the vote on the re-
ferendum. [ eannot see the utility of de-
lay, or that any economy will be effected
thereby, while I can see a good deal of
confusion owing to the two rolls being
used. Many will record their vofes for
the province candidates while not hother-
ing to vote on the referendum question.
There is also to be taken into considera-
tion the faet that if this question is put
at the Council elections, those elections
will be fought on the liquor question.
For my part I would like to see them
fought on a larger and more stable ques-
tion than that. It will be seen that I
have on the Notice Paper an amendment
which I propose to move, that is, if ihe
hours of 8 to 10 are not inserted in the
Bill. Briefly, my proposed amendment
is that the same method of election shall
prevail on the referendum as prevails in
the election of Parliamentary representa-
tives. I have already said that T am
totally and irrevoeably opposed to any
departure from our elective system, be-
yond having recourse to the preferential
vole, As Hansard will show, I have said,
and it has not been refuted, that on the-
system outlined in the Bill it is guite pos-
sible for any hour for which the leasi
number of electors Lave recorded a vote
can in the method of transfer adopted be
declared the selected hour. Assuming on
the same example that every elector
would record a preferential vofe in
the same seguence as the Bill pro-
poses to effect a transfer, 11 o'clock
would win, and there would he no
alteration in the hours. No one has re-
futed that. I ask the leader of the
House, when he replies, to refute the
statement I made in regard to the me-
thod of eleetion, the method in the Bill
verses the provisions in the FElectoral
Act. T think the Legislature should not
take to itself the prerogative which is
the sole right of an elector, who ecan ex-
ercise his vote and transfer his vote as he
thinks fit, in accordance with his own
light. The method is an casy one., My
proposal is, six hours on the bailot paper,
and all the élector is asked to do is mark
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those hours in the sequence of his pre-
ference.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: And he is used o
it.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes. The method
proposed for counting has nothing what-
ever to do with the elector. The me-
thod of counting is the same as that
provided in the Elecioral Aect of 1907, 1
desire to ask'ihe leader of the House
whether, in the drafting of the Rill, any
questions were put {o the Chief Elee-
teral Officer in regard to the methods of
voting and counting, and if so what
were his recommendations? In all ques-

tions of voting, whether on a referendum

or a Parliamentary eleetion, no departure
from our existing system should Ve
adopted uniless ratified and confirmed by
the Chief Elecioral Officer. I again re-
peat that if a referendum is to he taken,
il should be taken immediately. To do-
Jay it till May is to deny that this is a
piece of war legislation,

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH (East)
[410] The hon. member who has just
resumed his seat pointed out that the Bill
now before the House is different in cer-
famn important features from the Bill re-
cently laid aside. To my mind these
differences are of sufficient importance
to justify something more than the per-
functory remarks made by the leader of
the House in introducing the Bill. When
the first Bill was presented to us we were
told that the referendum was to be taken
at the same time as the proposed Federal
referendums, and three strong reasons
were given why that favourable oppor-
tunity should be availed of for this pur-
pose. Dr. Saw has said that whatever
reason there might have been for nol
adopting the first Bill, there is no reason
for not adopting the referendum now. 1T
think, if the hou. member will consider
the matter for a moment, he will come
to an exacily opposite conclusion, and
say that whatever reasons there were for
sending this question to the people under
the old Bill, those reasons have now en-
tirely disappeared, and that the argoment
against taking that course is infinitely
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stronger than before. The reasons given
why we should pass the referendum Biii
when originally presented to us were,
first that the referendum would be taken
practically without cost; £500 was stated
to be the eost of taking the vote, because
it would be taken at the time of the
Federal referendums. The Federa] rolls
were to be used and the Federal Govern-

ment, I understand, had agreed to allow
their polling booths to be utilised, and
that their ofticers should conduet the poll.
So £500 was lo be the cost. That was ihe
first argument in favour of passing the
Bill. The second was that a large attend-
ance at the polls was assured, because the
Federal Parliament in its wisdom kad
made voting on iis own referendum pro-
posals eompulsory. The third argument
used in favour of the Bill was that the
vote would be taken at once. Those were
the three strong arguments why we should
send this question to the people. The
movement by the temperance party when
the war broke out was not for a local
option Bill or a referendum on the ques-
tion of closing at six o’clock; it was for
the closing from 8 to 8, and it was be-
cause this Federal referendum presented
a favourable opportunity of taking a
cheap poll quickly, with a big vole, thal
we were urged to pass the referendum
Bill, which has now been laid aside,
Everyone of those special inducements
held out to us for the passing of that Bill
has now disappeared. First of all, re-
garding the matter of cost, it was going
to cost £500. What is it going to cost
now? T agree with Mr. Cornell that the
difference in cost will be trifling, whether
the referendum he taken in conjunetion
with the Legislative Council eleclions or
laken by itself, for the simple reason that
separate rolls will have to be used, and
to avoid confusion I think separate offi-
cers will bave to be appointed. Without
going into details, as the hon. member
did, in regard to those particular mem-
bers who are going to be free from oppo-
sition at the next election—] am not in
so favourable a position to speak in re-
spect to thet—it is the invariable experi-
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ence ihat about half the Council seats
are uncontested, It 35 a high compliment
to ibe House and to those members thus
returhed, and we must, I think, assume
clections in six months’ fime. I think
that prevailing conditions at ihe present
time, partieularly in regard to the war,
are such that there is certainly likely to
be no more contests than usvally 1ake
place at the Legislative Couneil elections.
Therefore we must assume that the cosi
of the referendum will be about the same,
whellier it is held now or at the Couneit
elections in six montky time. I think
we are enfilled to a definite statement on
the poini and also to a definite slatement
as to what tlte cost is likely to be. It was
claimed also that eompulsory veting
would bring to the polls a much larger
vnmber of people than any other form
of voting. Undoubtedly it would have
done so. Tt is worth while considering
for a moment as io what valid excuse the
Federal Parliament had for enasting
compulsory voting in connection with
its referendum. T say withoul follow-
ing the matter any further they had
a valid exeuse. At the frienial Fed-
eral elections in 1910 a referendum
was faken on two questions, the
financial agreement and the faking over
of Siate dehis, That was a referendum
taken at the lime of the Federal general
elections. OF 134,000 people on the rolls
£3,00D voted, or 62.15 per cent. That was
our second experience of this, because
there was a small referendum taken some
vears before as to the date of the Federal
elections. This was, however, the first big
referendum, and on this oceasion 62.15
per cent. of the eleclors voted. In the
Pollowing yvear the Federal Parliament
held a referendum throughout the Com-
monwealth on the much larger question
of the extension of the powers of the
Commonwealth Parliament. That was
made n bitter party fight in each of the
States, and the referendum was beld at a
time when there was no election, with
the result ihat of 138,000 people who
were on fthe rolls only 61,000, or 44.33
per cent., turned up to vote. This was
a big party issue in which both the Lib-
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cral and Labour parties slrained every
uerve, bul because there was no eleelion
mn at (he lime they could only get 44.33
per cent, of the people to the polling
booths. In 1913 a referendum was taken
on Lhe same issues, ai the time of lhe
general elections, and then of 179,000
people on the rolls, 132,000, or 73.50
per cent, voled on these referen-
dum proposals. I say 1t had been
abundantly proved to the Federal Parlia-
meni that they could not take a refer-
endum at any other time than at the lime
ol a general election if they wanted to get
anything like a representative vote. They
had a referendum in 1910 at the time of

an election and got a representalive vote

of over 62 per cenf. They had had one
at the time when there was an election
in 1913, and had got a represenfative
vote of 73.50 per cent. They held ome
hetween these two periods when there was
no general election, on an issue of the
highest importance, the same in fact which
drew 73 per cent. of the people to vote
in 1913, but on this oeeasion all the people
they could get to the poll was 44 per cent.
of the electors. The hon. Mr. Sanderson
has asked why (s malter should not lie
referred to the people. I assume that
he means the whole of the people. What
interest did the people show that they
took in this issue at the lime when there
was a poll in 1910, when there was no
Trederal election, and when the Federal
referendum was taken and local option
yuestions were submitted to the electors
of this State? We had two polls together,
the loenl option queslion as to whelher
there should he an increase or otherwise
of licenses in the different districts of the
State, and whether or not the State should
own all new licenses issuned, and as to
whether or not the Stale should take over
control of the whole of the liquor traffic
in each of the respeciive distriels. On
this oceasion no more than 44 per cent.
of the people aitended to vote on the
Federal referendum, Although they were
taken for that purpese little more than
one-half of the people who actually went

to the poll took the trouble to vote on
the liquor question. I have the exast
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figures here. Of 136,000 people on the
roli only 22,000 people voted on the gques-
iion as to whether or not there should be
an increase of licenses in particular dis-
tricts. Sixteen per cent. of the people
on the roll went to the poll on the ques-
tion of whether or not new licenses should
be bheld by the State. The figures I am
giving are not figures for or against.
They are the tota]l polled for and against,
and only 16 per cent. took the trouble to
vote, either for or against these licenses.
Thirty per eent. of the people voted on
ihe question of the State controlling all
new licenses and the same proportion,
namely, 30 per cent., voted on the ques-
tion of the State management throughout
the districts. What is the use of talking
abont sending this matter to the people by
referendum at a time when there is no
eeneral election, when that expedient has
alrendy been tried and when we have at
most got only 30 per cent. of the people
to vote on the question? It has been said
by certain advocates of temperance re-
form that they want a referendum be-
cause they want the volume of public
opinion behind any laws connected with
the liguor traffie. Are we going to get
this without & general election? I main-
tain that we shall not do so. We will
only get a small minority to vote, and we
will find it more difficult to enforce the
decisions of that minority vote than we
should find in enforcing a reasonable de-
cision arrived at by the Parliament of this
State. T am grateful to the hon. Mr. San-
derson for the highly complimentary
eriticisa which he indulged in in regard
to myself. I may say, however, that I
have not the least desire to turn anyone
out of anything, So far as pleasing the
publie is concerned, I should deem myself
not only not worlhy to represent anyone,
bat unworthy to sit in this Chamber if I
allowed my own personal convictions to
be influenced by public elamour.

Hon. W, Kingsmill: Hear, hear!

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: I intend
on this question, as on all other questions
I have had to deal with, to do what I
believe to be right. If by so doing I
offend the majority of the people that is
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my misfortune, and it is a misfortune the
consequence of which I am thoroughly
brepared to take. We now ecome to the
time of the taking of the poll. If the
Government intend to take the poll in
January next they must say so, and must
say so now and say so definitely, and
must tell us what it is going to cost and
must get the sanction of Parliament be-
fore they spend the money. Itf is no use
saying to the temperance people, “if we
get the Bill through we may take a refer-
endum in January,” and then will go to
Parliament and say, “If this is passed, we
will have a referendam at the Legislative
Couneil elections in May.” The Minister
in another place satd that, “If the Bill s
passed we will take a referendum at the
Legislative Couneil elections.”” The Min-
ister in charge of this House also says,
“If the Bill is passed the Government will
take a referendum at the Legislative
Council elections.” A resolution was sub-
mitted to the public meeting held in Perth
on Thursday last expressly stating that
what they sought was a referendum to be
taken on the occasion of the Legislative
Council elections in May next. So far as
the time is concerned, the only issue before
this House now is as to whether or not the
referendum shall be taken in May next.
Personally, T regret that I could not see
my way clear to support the motion of
the hon. Mr. Jenkins, namely, that certain
petitioners should be heard at the Bar of
the Honse. I, with other hon. members,
would have been only too glad if we
could have seen our way to hearing these
petitioners, I shounld have liked to have
heard them, for possibly one of them
might bhave attempted to advance some
argument in favour of deciding war emer-
geney legislation by a referendum of the
people in six months’ time. That
proposal is so utterly stapid, so ut-
terly futile, that I cannot imagine any
one seriously advancing it. I should have
liked to have heard the petitioners in
order to ascertain whether any one
of them would have had the
hardihood to put forward the sugges-
tion that legislation. which is designed
specially to deal with the eircumstances
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arising oui of war, should be not sub-
milted to the people for their considera-
tion until s¢ late a time as May next.
That is the only issue before us at the
present time, as to whelher the referen-
dum is to be taken then, and that is the
point of view from which I propose to
discusz the Dill, I now want to look at
the Bill in the interests of my constitu-
ents. After the war broke out, for the
first few weeks, possibly for a month or
fwo, there was excessive drinking
in the eouantry, and probably also in
the towns. I speak more in regard to the
country districts because 1 live in the
couniry distriets and am very familiar
with them, We know that hard times
were falling upon pecople then, and that
those who were in employment on the
furs were being paid off. 'The excile-
ment of the war did lead to a certain
amount of excessive drinking late at
night and early in the morning and, in-
deed, nll the lime. I have said from my
ptace in this House that it was a pity
that the Government did not use the
powers they already possessed, or secure
olher powers, in order to try to put a
stop to this. 1t was not long before the
people’s money was spent, with the re-
sult that for months past, so far from
there being excessive drinking in  the
eounlry districts, there has been scareely
any drinking at ail. I doubt if there are
many public houses in the country dis-
tricts which are paying their way at the
present time owing to this condition of
affairs. What is the position to-day? We
are just about to harvest a 20-million
bushel crop of wheat, far the big-
gest harvest that Western Australia has
ever put out. The farmers are in the
unfortunate posilion that they do noti
know when they are to get their money.
They will have 1o pay all the expenses
of the harvesting of the erop and the
wazes hill will be the biggest on reeord,
not only for them, but for other people
as well. Dn temperance reformers mean
business? Arc they going to try to save
some of these wages, or are they only con-
cerned about their fetish, namely, that
there shall be a referendum submitted to
the people of this State? Are they going
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to wait until the whole of the harvest
wages lave been spent, and then next
May, when ihere will be no more money
tor the next six months, take this refer-
endum to decide as to when hotels are
to be opened or closed? So far as my
constitnents are concerned, I would not
have ihe slightest hesitation in facing
them to-morrow on this issue. T am sure
the people there, who are interesied in
lemperanee reform, will support the atti-
lude T have faken up. 1 say Parliament
should take npon its own shoulders the
responsibilities that the people have
viven it. We are considered (o be the
representatives of the people on  these
questions. I say the right thing to do is
to resiriel the howrs of trading, and do so
at once in order to get the greatest pos-
sible good for the community, For that
reason I intend, when the Bill is in Com-
nmittee, to propose amendments simitar to
those which I submitied in conneeiion
with a similar piece of legislalion pre-
viously submilted to this House. T would
like to point out to Dr. Saw that he ad-
vocated the hours of opening and elosing
of hotels of from § am. lo 8 pm.  He
has since admitted that he is in favour of
9 am. te 9 p.m. Practieally they are
one and the same thing. I do not see
much  dilferenee in them myself.  The
Bill which he now proposes to give his
support te wmay hring ahout any one of
half a doxen vresults, but cannot
hring about the 83 am. to S p.m.
opening and closing, or the 9 am. to 9
p.m. opening and elosing. Tt cannot, in
fact, alter the opening hours of hotels,
that is as it stands at the present time,
I am one who has had a good opportunity
of closely studying this question. I have
heen living in the eountry for a number
of vears and have been engoged as a
journalist for the whole of my life, and
have frequently sat on the police court
benches and dealt with these ecases, and
as a result of my experience | have not
the slightest hesitation in saying that one
ean do as much good by curlailing the
hours in the morning as one can do by
curfailing the hours al night. This ap-
plies particularly to the worker in the
eountry. [If he has an opportunity of

getling drink at 6 o'clock or 7 o'clock ar
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7.30 in the morning, when he has the
cravings excited by over indulgence on
the previous night, he will stick at very
little to get the drink and when he does
get if, it is good-bye to work for the day.
£ we could prevent him, however, from
getting any drink until after 9 o’cloek at
a time when he would have had his
breakfast, furthermore at a time when
the hour of commencing work has arrived,
well then we should in many cases get
over the difficulty. Such men do not, I
think, deliberately set out to continue
a drinking bout. Tf they could be
checked in the morning and be in-
duced to have their breakfast, and
thus bring the work hour along a
sreat many would go to their work. 1
an not going te be influenced by fanatics
who do not eare two straws about tem-
perance reform so long as they get loeal
option. 1 say without fear of contradie-
tien that the enrtailment of the hours of
selling liquor in the morning will do just
as much good, if not more, than the eur-
tailment of the hours for the sale of
lignor at nmight. I do not intend to say
much abount the propesal in the Bill to
Jdivide the State into districts. 1 may say,
however, that T have been informed, not
hy one or two, bat by half a dozen mem-
hers of another place, they entirely ap-
prove of the idea that Parliament should
fix the hours of trading. This is not in
any sense a party question and the Gov-
ernment has not introduced it as a party
measure. Members of this Chamber do
not desire to in any way jeopavdise the
Rill, nor do 1 think that those who are
favourable to temperance reform need
fear there is a danger we shall Jose the
Bill by earrying this amendment. If we
make this amendment we shall get what
we want. After the remarks which have
heen made by the hon, Mr, Jenkins, hon.
Dr. Saw, the hon. Mr. Cornell, and one
or two others, I do not think it is neces-
sary for me to say much in regard to
those who have attacked this Chamber
at  public meetings. But we have
heard statements by people from whom
one might expect something different,
who appear to take it for granted
that whalever action is taken by the Leg-
i<lative Assembly is necessarily right, and
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whatever the Legislative Council do is
wrong. Ye still maintain we were
in the right, and it is not proved
that we were wrong, simply be-
cause a speaker from another place
says so. I would point out that on an-
other question we discovered a mistake;
and it was well that we discovered the
flaw in something which had been done
by (he Legislative Assembly, a flaw so
serious that the Minister in charge of
the Bill in another place did not attempt
lo defend his action, but gave way at
once. T wish to say emphatieally that
no one, however enihusiastie, is justified
in putting out of office the elementary
virtues of truth and justice. There were
speakers at the public meeting from
whom truth and justice might have
been expected so far as the eriticism of
this Chamber is concerned, but in their
remarks there was neither truth nor
justice. Had we passed the first re-
ferendum Bill presenied to wus, what
would have been the position? A new
Bill would bave had to be put through
beeause the old Bill eould not have been
carried out after the Federal Government
decided fo abandon the referendum.
Many provisions of that Bill would not
have been workable in the absence of a
_veferendum. TUnder the Bill it would
have heer impossible to take the propused
referendum except at the time the Fed-
eral referendum was taken, and becaunse
this House tock eertain sction the objec-
tion has been raised that we were trying
to block temperance reform. Had we
passed ihe Bill at once, we would have
had to go through the whole business
again, We have been told what has been
done in England, in Franee, and in Rus-
sia. But in England, or France or Rus-
sia would they propose that six months
hence, or six days hence, a referendum
should be taken? What would have been
the result in the industrial cenlres of
England where the ammunition workers
are engaged if an issue such as thizs had
been submiited? The anthorities did not
dream of doing that; the Government it-
self took the responsibility and the com-
mon sense of the eommunity backed them
up. as it wounld bhack up the Government

-haskel.
‘this statement in a leading article of the
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bere if they also took the proper respon-
sibility. I should like alsa to point out
that the Federal Government first pro-
posed a referendum on certain questions,
and now they propose to go behind 1he
backs of the people and to ask the Par-
liaments of the States to decide the issue.
I do not know how those who are sup-
porting the latest proposal can reconcile
their aelicn. In the one case it was said
“In order to avoid a referendum we will
ask the State Parliaments to decide the
issue.” It is now proposed on the liquor
question to abrogate the powers of Par-
liament and to hold a referendum, war
time or no war time, six months hence.
Tf we look back for a moment what
do we find? It was declared Dby
the official temperance party that the
eight to eight was not a temperance
party movement, that it was a pubtie
movement, and by that means they
got a number of people to come in who
would not otherwise have been found in
the same paddock with the exlremists.
And by virlue of that great body of pub-
lic opinion behind them, they now pro-
pose to use it for what purpose? Not for
the purpose of temperance reform, not
the eight to cight movement, to which
they refuse their sanction at the present
time, but to advance the party fetish of
loeal option. T say it is not a fair deal.
I want to refer for a moment to the
Reformer. Tn future I think I shall
adopt the course lollowed by Mr. Cornell,
and put the paper in the waste paper
Hitherto I lave read it. T find

issue of this paper for November, 1915-—
The Council members placed on the
Government the responsibility of fixing
the hours.
The man who edits this paper knows what
he writes about; he comes here frequently
for the purpose: he devotes the whole of
his fime to the consideration of these
matters, and I say that when he wrote
that paragraph he wrote what he knew
to be a deltherate lie, and he wrote it for
ihe purpose of misleading people, and of
trying to get the people to condemn this
Chamber. The Legislative Council never
sought to fix on the Government the res-
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ponsibility of fixing hours. This Cham-
ber sought to relieve the Government of
that responsibility, and asked Parliament
to do it. The writer wrote this in the
hope of unfairly prejudicing the public
mind. I shall not deal with the remarks
of Mr. Cornell, but I do say that the Rev.
Wheatley had no right to sneer at the
Legislative Council. When he sneers at
this body, he sneers at onr constituents,
and T believe that when he did so he felt
that he was not on firm ground. There
comes a time in the life of every man
when lis sineerity is put to the test, and
that test usually takes the form of
placing his professed principles against
his personal interest. This gentleman
has been submitted to that test, and he
knows that nobody in Western Australia
is likely to eredit him with any great
sineerity in his atiitnde towards the
liquor trade. I support the second read-
ing of this Bill, and shall endeavour fo
persuade members of this Chamber,
when in Commitiee, to fix the hours of
trading from nine to nine.

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [4.40]: T feel there is very
little left for me to say after the admir-
able speech we have listened to from Mr.
Colebateh, At the same time, T feel that
& question such as the one we have now
nnder review is one upon which every
member should feel bound to express his
opinions. It is quite possible one’s
silence on a question of this kind may be
misconstrned by people outside into an

admisgion of cowardice. As the member

who first introduced the question of nine
to nine in this Chawber a little over a
year ago, I feel guite proud when I re-
alise the progress the question has made
upon the minds of members. When I
first mentioned the matter in e¢onnection
with the War Emergency Bill, it was lost
on the voices, I think I had about three
supporters in the House on that oceasion;
to-day I think I am safe in saying that
I have pot a majority of members in this
Honge. When that Bill was brought be-
fore us, I stated that it was a Bill of the
jelly-fish type, that the Government were
afraid of their own shadow and were in-
troducing a measure which they had nol
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the eourage to bring into proper opera-
tion. I am satisfied now the words I ut-
tered on that oceasion were true; as time

went on it has been proved that the Gov-
ernment were afraid of the measure they
had brought down. 1 intend to support
the suggestion of Mr. Colebateh. When
this Bill is in Committee I shall support
the proposal for the nine to nine move-
ment, and I sincerely hope it will be car-
ried, T am prepared to take my share
of responsibility in regard to that mat-
ter and go before the eleciors whom I
represent when the time ecomes, to aec-
count for my actions on this matter. Iy
is the height of folly to endeavour to put
a Bill through this session, the object of
which would be to take a referendum of
the people in May next, at a cost of he-
tween £3,500 and £5,000 on a measSure
which will last for a little over six
months, Hon. members will see that
the Bill will expire on the 31st Decem-
ber, 1916, if the proposals be carried
at the referendum, In the cirenmstances
it is absurd to give it any consideration
whatever. We have just as much right
to say what we consider shall be the li-
censing hours in time of war as we have
to deal with any other measure which
comes before ns for consideration from
time to time. With reference to the pub- ,
lic meeting held in the city of Perth last
week, several hon, members have given
expression to their opinions, and I can
say only ditto, ditto, ditto, to those ex-
pressions of opinion, I have no hesita-
tion or mental reservation in saying that
the views expressed at that meeting were
not in accordance with faets, and as Mr.
Jenkins pointed out last night, anything
in the way of reform in the liquor trade
which has been put on the statute-book
of this State during the past few years
has emanated from this Chamber. There
are people who are supposed to be monn-
ments as regards the morals of others
in this State, people who set themselves
up as examples of the public morals.
They are not above making misstate-
ments which are calenlated to mis-gunide
others for whom they presume to bave
such a deep spiritnal regard. I felt it
was my duty to express myself on this
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question and I shall bave pleasare in
doing whai I can lo jusist upon the hours
being fixed in the Bill and voting against
all the referendum clauses.

Hon. E. MeLARTY (South-West)
[447]: I desire to support the second
reading of the Bill, but it is wmy inten-
tien when the Bill is in Committee to
support the fixing of the hours by the
Parliament of this State. I do so for the
following reasons:—If ihis measare is
required in war time, as | contend it is,
1 think the action should be prompt and
decisive, Why should we posipone the
taking of a referendum for six months?
By that time the war may be over, or at
any rale we sincerely hope if wiil be ap-
proaching the end. If we are going to
wait for the Legislative Council elections
which are to take place in May, some
considerable time may then elapse before
the decision of the people is acted upon.
If the measure is required at all if is re-
quired now. So far as drunkenness goes,
my experience as a country member is
that there is very little of it. People
have very little money to spend on drink
in these times and I can bear out what
Mr. Colebatch has said with regard to
hotels not paying. I know that numbers
of them are not making balf as much as
lhey are expending every week and it is
just a question of how long they ecan
possibly hold out. In my opinion half
the hotelkeepers will be in a state of
bankruptey before another 12 months ex-
pire. If it is necessary fo curtail the
hours during which liquor shall be sold
I shall have no objection to offer. Any-
thing that will reduce drunkenness shonld
be resorted to with the least possible de-
Iay. 1 do not think hotelkeepers will be
averse to the hours being fixed from 9
to 9. I have very little faith in referen-
dums; people do not take much interest
in them and as has already been poiated
out only a small perceatage record their
voles, My opinion is that the responsi-
bility may well be taken by hon. mem-
hers who represent the people and those
hon. members shonld act aceording to
their jndgment.

Hon. H. CARSON (Central) [4.52]:
1 feel somewhai diffident on rising to
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speak on the second reading of this im-
poriani measure, more especially as it bas
been so ably dealt with by other hon.
members. T contend that the Government
and ibe legislature should have taken
earlier steps to deal with this question
because there is a great amount of liquor
consumed, more particularly in the bigger
towns of the State owing to the presence
of the military. Whilst it is a good thing
to sce the public taking a deep interest
in this question, I think the leaders of the
movemenls have not been consistent in
their atlitude. Tt is not many montbs
sinee there was what was ealled a citizens’
movement asking for the hours to be fixed
at from 8 to 8. Now we have the sume
leaders asking for a referendum. Why
the change? Personally I am sorry Dr,
Saw has taken up the attitude he has
done becanse when be first entered this
House he was strongly in favour of the
S to 8 bours. The hon. member realised
that the citizens were behind him and 1
hope before the Bill has gone through
Commitiee he will change bis views and
join with other hon. members who desire
to definilely fix the hours. T think I am
quite as able fo gange public opinion on
this guestion as the leaders of this move-
ment, and T am firmly convinced ‘what is
asked and what is expected of the legis-
lature of the State is that decisive aetion
shall be taken and the hours fixed during
which liquor shall he sold. T think it is
imperative that something should be done
because we eannot fail to notice that in
the City men have been taking more than
is good for them. Have we not seen
soldiers in a state of intoxication and
pickets being sent after them. I think
in fixing the hours a great dea! of trouble
and ineonvenience will be prevented. If
we can do away with the pernicious sys-
tem of shouling—and it certainly has be-
eome pernicious—we shall be mounting
another step on the ladder of reform. I
helong to a party which has local option
on its platform but notwithstanding that
fact T am fully prepared to take the re-
sponsibility with other members of fixing
the definite hours in this Bill. To my
mind, it would be wrong to take a refer-
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endum at this juncture for many reasons,
some of which have been pointed out by
hon. members. The first is that I believe
a greal majorily of members of this
House realise that something should he
done immediately, and I have no mis-
givings in regard to altering the Bill in
that direction and sending it to the other
Chamber for ifs conenrrence.  Another
reason is that we should act on the score
of expense. A referendum will cost the
“eounfry a considerable sum of money and
we cannot spare it at this time of the
history of the State, and the next reason
is that I object to the time it would take
" before we could hring about an alteration.
We have been agitating against the Fed-
eral Government iaking a referendum on
the question of the constitution. There-
fore, why should we not in this matter
take the full responsibility? There have
been those who have endeavoured to cast
some blame on this House for delay, but
I think the Chamber has been desirous of
bringing into force a measure that wonld
have an immediate and beneficial effect.

Hon. W. PATRICK (Central) [4.57]:
T intend to support the fixing of (he hours
from 9 to 9, and also to support the anti-
shouting elause which’'is to be moved by
Mr. Holmes. There is one matter that 1
think ought to be referred to and it is the
stalement made by Alr. Holmes when
speaking on the Bill as to the amount of
money spent in Western Australia in in-
toxieating lignor.  Jn the Daily News
there was a full report of Mr. Holmes's
speech. That gentleman we find used
these words—

When we find a community of 300,006
men, women, and children spending for
last year just wpon 234 millions in
liguor we begin to realise the magni-
tude of the evil. And that 237 mil-
lions is arrived at, not after adding the
publican’s profit, but simply hy taking
the figures of Custom and exeise.

There is no doubt the hon. member meant
the customs and execise plus the wholesale
cost. Statemenis of that kind are made
and published by extreme social reform-
ers. In my opinion those gentlemen are
the greatest enemies of liguor reform on

[COUNCIL.]

account of the views which they bold, and
whi¢ch no sensible person can possibly
sapport. I would not have been astonished
if the hon. member had said that his re-
marks were on the aathorily of either
some gentleman or some newspaper is-
sued under the patronage of an extreme
section of the community. T have
gone to the trouble of getting from
the Customs and Excise department the
amount of duty and excise collected
in Western Australia on intoxicafing
liquor during the year ended 30th June,
1915, and the following is the result:
Customs duties:—bheer, bottle, £21,514 ;
beer, bulk, £499; wines, sparkling, £2-
i62; still (bottle), £997; still (bulk),
£1,803%; still (over 25 per cent. ps.),
£23; still (over 50 per cent. ps.), £14;
spirits, brandy, botiled, £12,107; brandy,
bulk, £2,112; gin, British, £15,585; gin,
Holland, £9,003; scinapps, £8,696; rum,
bottled, £642; rum, bulk, £9,619; whisky,
bottled, £24,609; whisky, bulk, £118.400;
spirits, n.el., £3,615. Excise duties:—
beer, £100,607; spirits, £12,606; wines,
nil; total, £345,113. Customs duties on
beer and wines totalled £27,512, and on
spirits £204,383. Everyone knows that
the chief factor in the value of spirits,
as in the case of tobaeco, is the duty.
Duty on spirits is 17s. a gallon, and pre-
vionsly it was 14s. Of-the £204,388 half
of it was ecollected when the duty was
14s., and the other half when the duty
was 17s, so that we might take the aver-
age at 15s. 6d. Anyone acquainted with
the wholesale spirit business will admit
T am fair in estimating that the value of
the spirit would he about 3ls. per galion.
Therefore the value of aleoholie liquors
at the wholesale stores would be,
roughly, £508,000. Twenty years ago 1
had something to do with the finaneing
of a brewery in the Eastern States. The
duty on bheer at present is 6d. a gallon,
while, during the first half of the year
under review, it was 3d., so that the aver-
aze would be 4%4d. Thus the tofal value
of the beer on which £100,000 duty was
paid would be about £500,000. Conse-
quently, instead of there being £2,750,000
worth of liqguor bought by the hotel-



[24 Noveumser, 1915.]

keepers of WWestern Australia, there
could not have been more than £1,000,000
worth. If we concede it to have been
£1,250,000 worth, the difference between
that and the £2,750,000 quoted would be
sufficient to pay off the Government’s
defieit. No doubt Mr, Holmes gave his
figures in good faith, bnt I protest
against such statements being made be-
vause the figures were altogether unre-
liable. There is no necessity to exag-
gerate the drink traflic in Western Aus-
tralia by stating that we are spending
£9 per head of the population, whereas
the amount is about £3 per head. Itisa
calurany on the people of Western Aus-
tralia to do so. This is a subject on
which one could talk till doomsday. 1
remember when a boy that drunkenness
was not regarded as a disgrace. In my
grandfather’s and father’s time i1t was
regarded rather as a merit if a man eould
drink the rest of his companions under
the table. Now, however, the fact of a
man getting infoxicated is no recommen-
dation. Publie opinion has changed. We
cannot make people sober by Aect of Par-
liament, but we ean minimise the oppor-
tunities for drinking, and public opinion
in time will make it impossible for any-
one to become intoxieated without being
looked down upon. At one time all the
heer eonsumed in England was brewed
in the home. There would be strong ob-
jeetion against reverting to that practlice
to-day. I could make enough spirit in
an ordinary kettle in two or three hours
to inebriate a fair number of the mem-
bers of this House. It was the custom
in Seotland to disti) spirit in this way.
There were stills all over the place until
a great army of customs officers were ap-
pointed to put a stop to them. In view of
the terrible war in which the Empire is
engaged, it is our duty to do all we can
to improve the economic condition of the
people, and it can be done in this way
heiter than in any other way I can im-
agine. \Whatever is to be done should be
done at once. It is the duty of everv mem-
ber of Parliameni to take the respounsi-
bility for his actions in this matter. As
one of the ten members who must face
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the electors in May next, I am prepared
to take the responsibility of voting for
fixing the hours and for ineluding the
anti-shouting clause, and I shall be pre-
pared to defend my actions before my
constituents, I intend to vote for the
second reading of the Bill.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Prew—Central-—in reply) [5.10):
In inireducing ihe measure I made what
might be characterised as a misrepre-
sentation, I had not previously been
supplied with informalion, and the first
time I saw the Bill was when it was
handed to me by the Clerk of the House.
I saw by the Press that there had been
great agitation in the metropolitan area
and surrounding distriets, and that
numerous resolutions had been passed
tmpressing on the Government the need
for a referendum when the Council elec-
tions were being held in May next, and I
came (o the conclusion that provision
had been made in the Bill to give effect
to the wishes of what appeared to be
the great majority of the people.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: They never asked
for it in May next,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
read reports of resolutions published in
the West Australian asking for a refer-
endum in May. However, I made a mis-
take in siating that the referendum would
be taken at the time of the Council elee-
tions. After examining tbe Bill, I could
see that it was to be taken on a date to be
fixed by proclamation. Therefore, the
Government might at any fime take the
referendum. If it is the desire of the
House that the referendum should be
taken at an early date, I suggest that a
proviso be inserted making it mandatory
that the referendum be taken within two
or three months of the passing of the
weasure. The cost of taking the refer-
endum, apart from the Council elections,
wauld be between £3,000 and £6,000, and
the eost of taking it at the time of the
Council elections wounld be between
£2,000 and £3,000; that is the estimate of
the Chief Eleetoral Officer. Mr. Cornell
asked whether the Chief Electoral Officer
had prepared the schedule to the Bill. I
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am not in a posifion to supply the in-
formation, but Mr. Stenberg has been
closely in tomeh with (he measure, and
tas been making preparations for its
administration. He had seen me on sev-
eral occasions regarding the matter, and
if there had been any objeciion (o the
mode of voting propesed in the Bill, 1
would bave heard something about it.
The Government intend to stand by the
Bill, That, however, does not mean that
ihe measure is not a non-party one. It
is a non-party measure, and if this House
decides to make the hours from nine to
nine I have little doubt some members of
the Labour party in another place will
support those hours. The qgueslion is
absolutely non-party, but the Govern-
ment are standing by the Bill. The
measure is in accordance with the poliey
they bave laid down; but, at the same
time, they are quite prepared to accept
without demur the opinion of Parlia-
went. The Bill wili not be lightly laid
sside by reason of any amendment un-
less the Speaker in another place rules
it out of order—and of course we have
no control over the Speaker. I hope that
any amendments made will be sueh as
will prove impregnable.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Within the Title.

Question pul and passed.

Bill read a seeond time.

In Commitice.

Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair; the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Rill.

Clause 1—agreed fo.

Clause 2—Interpretation:

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : I was
going to suggest to tle Commiltee that
we should vote against this clause, which
«ill he necessary only if we decide to
refer the question to a popular vote. The
new clauge which I inlend to move reads
as follows—

Section 97 of the Licensing Act,
1911, is amended by striking out the
words “six” in lLine G thereof and in-
serting the word “nine,” and by strik-
ing out the word “eleven” in line 7
thereof aod inserling the word “nine.”

The result of carrying the new clanse

it in the principal Act.

the way of temperance reform,
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will simply be that the licensing law of
the State will stand as it is to-day, with

" the exception that the opening hour of

hotels, instead of being six in the morn-
ing, would be wne, and lhat the closing
hour, instead of being eleven in the even-
g, would be mne. To my mind that is
the simplest way of getting over the diffi-
culty, and if that course is adopted—I
speak subject to the eorreciion of Mr.
Jenkins—we do not want this definition
of “licensed premises,” because we have
It looks Lo me
as though the Titte of this Bill had been
deliberately framed to throw obstacles in
For in-
stance, the probibilion of shouting would
be entirely ont of order under this Title.

Hon. J. J, Holmes: T have an amend-
ment to the Title,

Hon. H, P. COLEBATCH : If any
hon. member bas a better eourse to advo-
cate 1-shall be prepared to give way, but
I suggest we vote down this elanse, which
ts framed with a view to the taking of a
referendum.

The COLONTAL: SECRETARY : I
regret very much to learn from Mr. Cole-
bateh that the Title of the Bill repre-
sents a deliberate attempt on the part
of the Government to prevent the inser-
tion of a provision against shouting. If
Mr. Colebateh will consider the Tille and
the subject matter of the Bill, however,
be will find that the Title has been
framed so as to make it in perfeet con-
formity with the subject matter, for the
purpose of rendering the Bill impreg-
nable against objection.

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: I fear the Min-
ister is proving too much. If the Title
is s0 elastic, I am afraid it is no good.
The fact is that the Title does not eover
the Bill. There is a pions saving clause
at the end to provide that this Bill shall
not at all affect the Licensing Act, and
yet the Bill provides that the Governor
may alter the hours fired by the Licens-
ing Act. T assume that we cannot get
to BMr. Colebateh’s new clause until we
have dealt with all the clauses of the
Bill, Therefore I think the better course
would be to postpone all those clanses
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which would be exeluded if Mr. Cole-
bateh’s proposal is carried. Perhaps the
Chairman could snggest a better eourse.

The CHAIRMAN: If I may make a
suggestion to the Committee, it is that the
debate ¢n the question of whether the
hours shali be regulated by a referendum
or by an Aet of Parliament be taken on
the omission or retention of Clause 2.

Hon. H, P. COLEBATCH: If the new
clause T intend to move will involve an
alteration of the Title—Mr. Jenkins has
indicated this, and I aceept his view—
it would bhe an alteration that eounld not
be objected to, because it wounld Ffall en-
tirely within the description of the Bill
[n my opinion, however, the Tiile has
been so framed as to prevent us from
introdneing the anti-shouting clanse of
Mr. Holmes. I am eatirely in aceord
with that amendment, and with the argu-
menfs by which My, Holmes has supported
it; but the trouble is that the Title has
been framed in such a way that Mr.
Holmes's clause would be foreign to it.

Hon. J. J, HOLMES: May I be per-
mitted to refer to the Title, Mr. Chair-
man?

The CHATRMAN: Not unless the hon.
member is going fo refer to il in con-
nection with the question whether a re-
ferendum shall be taken under this Bill.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The Soliciior
Cleneral, [ understand, drafted this Bill.

on. J. ¥. Cullen: On instructions.

Hon. J. J. HOLAMES: I raised the
point as to whether my amendment would
be fatal to the Title.

The CHAIRMAN: I think the hen.
mewher had Delter diseuss his amend-
menl when we come to it.

Hon, J. J. HOLAIES: If the Solicitor
General is of opinion that after the word
“chrh’ we shonld introduce—-

The CHATRMAN: We will take one
thing at a {ime.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: The effect of
My, Colebateh’s new clause will be to alter
words in the rclevant seetion of the Li-
censing Act, and therefore, if that amend-
ment 15 earried, we must alter the Title
of the Bill. Snbject to your ruling, Mr.
Chairman, I think the Committee has
power, after carrying Mr, Colebatel’s
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new clause, to amend the Title of the Bill
correspondingly, That being so, those in
favour of the nine to nine hours will
support Mr. Colebateh’s new clause,
knowing that they are not, in my opinion
at any rale, doing anyihing {o endanger
the Bill.

"The CHAIRMAN: Sianding Order
193, which governs this question, reads
as follows:— -

Auy amendment may be made o
any part of the Bill provided the same
be relevant to lbhe subject malter of ihe
Bill, and be otherwise in conformity
with the Rules and Orders of the Coun-
cil.

Stamding Order 195 further provides:—
1f any amendment has been made in
the Bill not coming within the original

Tille, suels Title shall be amended and

a yuestion put, “Thal this be ihe Tille

of the Bill,” and the amendment there-

of shall be specially veported to the

Couneil,

In v opinion, taking into consideration
the ohject for which Clanse 2 is now be-
ing tehaied, the amendment on the Notice
Paper is sirietly within the subjeet mat-
ter of the Bill, and is relevant to it; and
I am furlher of ihe opinion that if
the amendment is carried the Title of the
Bill must be aliered.

llon. A, SANDERSON: I understand
from you, Sir, that the siriking-out of
Clause 2 will wenan that a referendum
will nol be taken. That eertainly clears
ihe ground, and on the division we shall
find out exactly where we stand. I am
stronglv in favour of the referendum;
but, if T am defeated on that, T then want
lo discuss, on terms of equality and with-
oul prejudice, the question of Parliament
etiling the hours eight to eight, nine to
nine, or ten to ten.

The CHATRMAXN ; The hon. genfleman
will have an opporfunity of discussing
that matter when Mr. Colebatch moves
his new claure.

Hon. A. SANDERSOXN: T take it the
divigion is 1o decide finally the question
of the referendum.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: T would like your
ruling as to whether the subject-matter
of the Bill is not the referendum to the
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people, and consequently the limitation
of hours from nine to nine is relevant to
the subject-matter in accordance with
Standing Order 193.

The CHAIRMAN: The subject-matter
of the Bill is set forth in the Title, which
is to regulate the closing lime for the
sale or supply of liquer on licensed pre-
mises and in State hotels, refreshment
vooms, restaurant cars, vessels for which
packet licenses are held, and registered
clubs during war time. The regulalion
of the sale and the hours are the subject-
maiter of the Bill.  The method by which
that is Lo be effected is a detail of the Bill.

Clanse put and a division taken wilh
the following vesuli'—

Ayes . . .. &
Noes .. . ..o 14

Majority against .. 8

AYES,
Hon. R. G. Ardagh Hon. A, J. H. Saw
Hon. J. Corne!l Hon, A. Sanderson
Hou. J. M. Drew (Telier.)
Hon. H. Aillington

Noks.
Hon. J. F. Allen Hon J. J. Holmes
Hon. C. F. Baxier Hepn. A. G. Jer¥ins
Hon. H. Carson Hon. R. J. Lynn
Hou. H. P. Colebatch Hon. E. McLarly
Hon. F, Connor Hon, W. Patrick
Hon. J. F. Cullen Hon. G. M. Sewell
Hon. J. Duffell {Tellery.
Hon. V. Hamersley

Clause thus pegatived.

Clauses 3 lo I2-—negatived,

Clause 13-—L.icensed premises nol o be
open after the closing hour: *

Hon, A. SANDERSON:
amendment—

That after “i971” i line 10, the
words “but this section shall nunt pro-
Iibit the sale or consumption of liguor
to or by any lodger or inmale if the
liguor is not drunk et the public bar of
the licensed premises’” be inserted.

T people who live in holels and members
of eluhs, which in many respeefs are pri-
vate houses, are to be prohibited from
obtaining liguor, then there is an end to
the matter. Bui it is absurd that persons
living in residential hotels or members

I move an

[COUNCIL.]

whe live at clubs and regard these places
as their homes, after whatsoever hour is
fixed, are not to be permitied to have a
glass of Leer or whatever they want, Will
il he illegnl for a boarder who is a per-
tnanent lodger to have a hottle of beer or
a boitle of whisky in his room.

Hon. J. Duffell: Yes.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: It is a ridi-
culous position to arise.

Hon, H. P. COLEBATCH: I am in
accord wiith the argument of the hon.
member, but I do not see the necessity for
the amendment, We have decided to alter
the hours of trading, and the proposal is
to amend the Licensing Act by substitut-
ing nine to nine for six 1o cleven. 'There-
fore, the existing provisions of the Licen-
sing Aet as to boarders in hotels will still
apply,

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: Clanse 13 says,
“ al any time after the closing lime fixed
by proclamaiion under the preeeding
section.”” As the preceding scetion has
been struek ouf, T fail to see how the
amendment ean he inserted.

Amendment put and negatived,

{lause put and negatived.

Clause ld—negatived.

Clause 15—Apportionment of reut
and premiuvm: .
Tion. A, G. JENKINS: T have an

amendment which has been drafied by the
Solicitor General after consultation, and
members can be prepared to accept the
amendment as an improvement on the
clause of the Bill, TUnider the clause the
chairman of (he hcensing beneh of ihe
district would have to seitle this matler.
By the amendment T propose to insert,
two arbitrators will decide the apportion-
ment of rent and premium. However,
as I fid T require a few minutes in
whieh (o perfect the proposed amend-
ment, T move—

That furiher consideralion of

clause be postponed.

Motion pazsed; the elause postponed
until after the e¢onsideration of proposed
new clauses,

Clanse 16—-Kegulations.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Is there any rea-
son for the eclanse, seeing that the Bill

the
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will be pari and parcel of the Liconsing
Act?
Clavse put and negatived.
Clanses 17 and 1S—agreed to.
New clause:
Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: 1 move—
That the following be added as a new
clause :—“Section 97 of the Licensing
Aet of 1911 is amended by striking out
the word “six” in line 6 and inserting
“mine” in liew lhereof ; and by striking
ol the word “eleven” in line 7 and in-
serting “nine” in lieu thereof.
New clause passed.
New clause—Treating prohibited:
Hon, J. J. IICLMES: 1 move—
That the following be added as a new
clause:—*1, No person shall, either by
himself or by his servant or agent, sell
or supply liguor to any person on li-
censed premises, for consumplion on
the premises, unless the liguor is or-
dered and paid for by the person lo
whom it 13 supplied, and by whom it is
consumed, or inlended to be consumed.
Penalty: Five pounds. 2, No person
shall order or pay for, or lend or ad-
vance money lo pay for, any Ulguor
consumed or to be consumed by any
olher person on licensed premises.
Penalty: Five pounds. 3, No person
shall consume on licensed premises any
liguor, if uny other person has ordered
or paid or agreed to pay for such
liguor, or las lent or advanced money
to pay for suck Liquor. Penalty: Five
pounds. Provided that this section shall
not apply if the liquor 1s sold or sup-
plied for consumption with a meal sup-
plied at the same time, and is consumed
with such meal in « room ordinarily
used as a dining room in which there is
wa public bar, and (he person who pays
for such meal also pays for the liguor.”

The one objection raised to the anti-
shouting clause when the earlier Bill was
before the Committee was that it would
prevent friends who were having a meal
tozether indulging in a giass of liguor
with that meal. In this proposed new
clause provision is made to get over that
diffienlty. The Committee is fully eog-
nisant of the idea underlying the pro-
posed new clause, and therefore it is un-
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neeessary for me to take up time in ex-
plaining it,

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: I understand
you have ruled, Mr. Chairman, that the
subject matter of the Bill is the regula-
tion of the closing hours of hotels during
war time. In order to obviate any difhi-
culty in another place I submit—atthongh
I have every sympathy with the pro-
posed amendment—that this anti-shout-
ing provision is oot relevant to the sub-
ject matter of the Bill in accordance with
Standing Ovder 193.

The CHAIRMAN: I suggest that to
put the matter beyond doubi the hon.
meitiber posipone the yproposed - new
clause until the Title of the Bill bas been
amended in conformity with amendments
already made, After the Title has been
amended the hon. member’s proposed
new clause will undoubtedly be in order.
It will be necessary in the meantime that
the hon. member temporarily withdraw
his proposed new clause.

New clause by leave withdrawn.

Posiponed Clause 15—Apportionment
of Rent and Premium:

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: I move an
amendment— -

That all the words down lo “final’
in line 19, be struck out with a view
of inserting the following.—If at the
commencement of this Act any licensed
premises are held under lease the lessee
shall be allowed by ithe lessor a pro-
portionate reduction of the rent of the
premises, in the same ratio to the full
rent as the reduction in hours bears to
the time during which the preémises
might have been lawfully open for the
sale of liquor ecxept for this Act and
a like proporlionate return of a part
of the premium {if any) paid by the
lessee to the lessor, apportioned Lo the
period during which this Act is n
force: Provided that if any lessee or
lessor congiders himself unduly penal-
ised by the incidence of this section he
may require the question of adjustment
of rent or rent and premium to be sub-
mitted to arbitration under the pro-
visions of the Arbitration Act, 1895,
and by an award to be made thereun-
der the rent or rent and premium to be
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payable by the lessee or sub-lessee dur-
ing and in respect of such period shall
be at such reduced rate as in the cir-
cumstances of the case may be deemed
reasonable, and the award shall be
binding upon the parties and final.”
Amendment passed.
Hon. A. G. JENKINS:
further amendment—

That e the interpretation of the
word ‘lessee” after the word “sub-
lessec” the words “and also a mori-
gagee of w lease or sublease” be added.
Amendment passed.

Hen. A, G. JENKINS: I move a fur-
ther amendment—

That tn the interpretation of “lessor”
after the word “lessor™ the following
be «dded:—“and also o mortgagee of
the lessor or of the land comprised in
the lease.”

I move a

Amendment passed ; the clause as
amended agreed to.
Title:

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: I move an
amendment—
That all the words after “to” in line
1 be struck out, and the words “amend
the Licensing :let, 19117 inserted in
teus

Hon. J. CORNELL: I should like to

know how elubs would come in under this
Bill if the tiile is amended.

Hon. J. ¥. Cullen: They are licensed
under the Aect.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Club licenses are
altogeiber different from publicans’ gen-
eral licenses; it ought to be made clear.
I think it is the intention of the House
that elubs should come under this Bill.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: If any
hon. member wishes to move any clanse
dealing with elubs, he ean do so under a
Bill te amend the Licensing Act, 1911,

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: This amendment
to the Title puts us in the position of the
Irishman. We have the old gun and a
new lock, stock, and barrel.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: I desire to report
progress for the reason that unless other
amendments are framed and this amend-
ment is carried to alter the Title, restaur-
ant ears on the railways will not be

[COUNCIL.)

affected and packet licenses will not be
affected. It will require a number of
amendments then to bring into operation
an Aect to embody something which we
are fighting for under this partieular Bill.
If this Chamber refuses to report pro-
gress, what action do members propose to
take in many of the instances that will
be affected under this Bill, which if
amended will not be embodied at all?

Hon. A. G, JENKINS: I think we
muost allow the Title to remain as it is,
inserting the words *to amend the Licens-
iing Act, 1911.” T also think that the
definition of licensed premises should re-
main in the Bill becanse e¢lubs do not held
licenses but certificates. Under the defi-
nition of licenses premises in the 1911
Act, clubs are pot incloded, consequently
if we do not allow the Title to remain
as it is and do not allow the definition of
licensed premises and licensees to remain
we will find ourselves in the position that
we will have no law affecting the elosing
of State hotels, refreshment rooms, res-
taurant ears, packet licenses, or anything
of the kind, I think that on recommittal
we should insert in the Bill a definition
of licensed premises and licensees as set
out in the Act.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: I will
withdraw my amendment in favowr of
that suggested by Mr. Jenkins.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
would like to see progress reported, be-
cause it appears to me that things are in
a muddle.

Hon. A. §. Jenkins: Not at atl.

Hon. J. CORNELL: T think that the
words “licensed premises" should come
out.

Amendment put and.passed.

[The President resumed the Chair.)

The CHAIRMAN (Hon. W. Kings-
mill) : I beg to report that the Committee
have considered the Bill and agreed to
the same with amendments. In accord-
ance with Standing Order 198, T alse have
to report that the Title of the Bill has
been altered,
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Hecommitlal,

On motion by Hou. A, G. JENKINS,
B recommitted for the consideration of
two new clavses and 1o consider furiher
zmendment to the Title.

Sitting suspended from 6.12 o 7.30 p.m.

The CHAIRMAN: A new clause has
been moved by the Hon. 1. J. Holmes to
stand as Clause 13, Hon. members wiil
find the new clause on the Notice Paper.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: I rise to a point
of order and I am extremely sorry for
the necessity for doing so. The subject
dealt with in the proposed new clause is
one upon which T have not only spoken
and voted i. this House, but on whieh I
have moved a resolution elsewhere.
Therefore, it may be said to have my
most cordial support as a member of this
House. ©On the other hand, I am ex-
tremely anxions that this Bill shall not
be loaded with mafter foreign to it. We
have seen the fate which awaited another
Bill—

The CHAIRMAN: What is the hon.
member’s point of order?

Hon. A. J. H, SAW: That the amend-
ment is not in accordance with Standing
Order 193 inasmuch as it is not relevant
to the subject matter of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: My ruling is that
the amendment is not relevant to the
subject matter of the Bill and therefore
cannot be received.

New claunse:

Hon. A, G. JENKINS: I move—

That the following be added as a
new clause:—In this Act, unless the
confext otherwise indicates— Licensed
premises’ means premises in respect
of which a license under the Licensing
det, 1911, has been granted and is in
Jorce, and includes State hotels, re-
freshment rooms, and restauran! cars,
a vessel for which a packet license is
held, and registered clubs. ‘Licensee’
means any person holding or entitled
to erercise a license under the Licens-
ing Aet, 1211, or granted by the Com-
missioner of Railways auihorising the
sals of Uquor in any rajlway refresh-
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ment rvom or restuurant car, and the
secrelary of any registered club hold-
ing a ceriificele under the Licensing
Aet, 1911, ‘Liquor’ means intoxicaling
liqguor within the meaning of the
Liegnsing Act, 19117
Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : If the new
clause be passed im the form now pre-
sented, it may be taken to apply only io
licensed premises, so regarded in this
particular Bill. Il is all right so far as
Clause 15 of this Bill is coneerned, but
it would not apply to ‘licensed premises'
as used in Seetion 97 of the principal
Act. I move an amendment to the pro-
posed new clause—

That the words “in this Ael unless
the conter! olherwise Indicales” bhe
struck out and the words “for the pur-
poses of this Aet the words ‘licensed
premises’ in Section 97 of the Licens-
ing let, 19117 be inserted in lieu.
Amendment passed.

New clause as amended agreed to.

[The President resumed the Chair.]
further

Bill again reported with a
amendment,.

BILL—SUPPLEMENTARY LOAN,
£1,300,000.
In Commiltee.

Resumed from the previous day; Hon.
W. Kingsmill in the Chair, the Colonial
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was re-
ported on the first schedule, wherein an
amendment had been moved by Mr. Cole-
bateh to strike out from item 33 the
figures “£200,000” with a view to insert-
ing in lien thereof the figures *“£5,000.”

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: I am not going
back on any of the strong things I sail
last night about striking ouf this item,
but T think the real object of the Com-
mitiee can be zained without so radieal
a remedy, namely, by siriking out the
amount that has not yet been paid. That
would be an indication to the Govern-
ment thaf the Comnitiee will not tolerate
any conlinuance of the action behind this
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item, and whilst the object of the Com-
mittee would thus be attained, there
would be no hampering of the Govern-
ment, for it is not intended, I understand,
to spend any more money under this item
until the business conditions after the
close of the war justify further action.
In the ordinary course other Loan Bills
will be submitted hefore that time ar-
rives, and so the Government will have
ample opportunity for bringing down any
necessary authorisation. It will be said
the Committee’s objeet can he gained
if, after carrying the first part of Mr.
Colebatel’s proposed amendment, that
is by striking out the item £200,000, we
insert £140,000; but T think it would be
better if Mr. Colebateh would agree lo
reduce the item by £60,000, thus leaving
£140,000 already paid away.

The Colonial Secretary: And £5,000
more will be needed in conneetion with
the shipping away of wheat.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: I think the pro-
per way would be to move the reduction
of the item by the amount which it is
proposed to reduce if.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment as
T see it, should actnally place in definite
words or figures the object of the amend-
ment, which is the reduction of the item.
But before that reduction ean be effected
the original amount must he struck out,

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : T am sorry
1 cannot aceept the suggestion. If the
Committee desires to stultily itself I ean-
not prevent it, but I will not be a party
to it. Bomething similar to what has hap-
pened on this oceasion took place in 1912
when this Chamber accepted the respon-
sibility of amending the Address-in-Re-
ply on this same question, namely, the
purchase by ihe Government without aun-
thorisation of steamships. The amend-
ment was—

That all the words after “Sovereign”
be struck out with a view of inserting
“and to jprofesl against expenditure
ineurred by Your Excellency’s Minis-
ters without an Act of Appropriation,
such procedure being derogatory to the
principles of Parliament and subver-
sive of the Constitution.

[COUNCIL.]

Is it to be suggested that we could
carry an extreme resolution of that kind
on one day and two or three years after-
wards, when the same thing comes up
again, make no attempt to stop it? Hon.
members are weleome to disregard every-
thing I have said in respect to this mat-
ter—although T am prepared to stick to
it—and to take instead the statement
made by the Colonial Secretary. And
what do we find¥ That the Government,
withoul {he authority of Parliament,
resolved to embark upon an entirely new
State enterprise of oversea trade, and for
that purpose purchased a steamer at war
time prices which, aceording to the Col-
onial Seeretary, are from two to three
times (he ordinary ecost of building a
vessel. Flon. members have referred to
this question of taking responsibility.
We have all to take our share of respon-
sibility, and the question we bave to ask
ourselves is, are we prepared to wink at

the action of the Government in flonting

the Constitution and inaugurating a vew
State enterprise and spending £140,000
withont the vote of Parliament? That is
the constitutional aspect of the case.
Then, on the point of policy, are we to
endorse the aection of the Government
and thereby close our mouths against any
further protest. And then, from the point
of view of business, are we to endorse
the action of the Government in buying
in war time a vessel which they eould then
procare only at from two to three times
its eost in times of peace? If hon. mem-
bers are prepared to do those things,
namely, to allow the Government to break
the Constitution, endorse their aetion in
starting a new enterprise, and say that
they are justified in buying a steamer at
war time prices, any member who likes
to take that burden of responsibility is
weleome to do it. This matier will eome
up again. Year after year we shall hear
from the public as mueh about the pur-
chase of the “Kangaroo” as we hear to-
day about the purchase of the trams, and
I want to have a clear conseience on it.
Hon, J. J. HOLMES: The Commit-
tee octed wisely vesterday in deciding fo
give further consideralion to the amend-
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ment moved by My, Colebatch, and I
hope that after that further considera-
tion wiser counsels will prevail. Person-
ally I refuse to accept the respensibility
of interfering with the administration of
the Government. This is a matter of ad-
minisiration rather than of policy. The
Commiltee will be acting unwisely if it
interferes with a matter of administra-

tion, refusing to pgive Ministers
money to carry on the State Steam-
ship Service already in existence.

True, the State Steamship Service has
been established withont Parliamentary
authority, and this branch of Parliament
has times out of number protested against
this, I bave been a staunch advocate of
the State Steamship Serviee for the
North-West portion of the State, but I
have always protested against the man-
ner in which the service was introdunced.
That is a wmatter which Ministers will
have to report upon to their eonstituen-
cies, and receive the verdict of the pub-
lic as to their wisdom in defying Parlia-
ment. I am not prepared to take the
control of the State Steamship Service
out of the hands of the present adminis-
tration. The expert adviser of the Gov-
ernment had more fo do with the pur-
chase of the steamer (han the Government
thewselves.  The whole thing seems to
have emanated from him. YWhy was he
so anxious to buy a steamer at this par-
ticular juneture? Al the time when he
proposed to procure a boat the State
Steamship Service was engaged in carry-
ing tens of thousands of tons of mer-
chandise to Wyndham in connection with
the erection of the freezing works there,
which were to bave heen completed in
Mareh next. The manager of the State
Sieamship Service knew that the most
profitable business the service was carry-
ing on was in conuneetion with the car-
riage of live stoek, and that, immediately
the works were completed, he would lose
his best custom, and his best boat, the
“Kwinana.” He then took steps to pro-
care a boat, and started out with the in-
tention of having one built. The Govern-
ment were told by the anthorities at
Home, however, that there was no hope
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of getting a boat built until a year after
the war was over. Seeing that it was im-
possible to get a steamer built, the first
opportunity which presented itself of
acquiring one was apparently the ocea-
sion on which this boat—the “Kangaroo”
—was offered to the Government and sub-
sequently purchased by them. True, the
completion of the freezing works at
Wyndham has been posiponed to an in-
definite pertod, but that is not a matter
for the expert adviser of the State Steam-
ship Service. The only thing for him to
do was to say “T have a ship intended for
use in March, 1916, but the works will
not be ready by then. T shall have her
profitably employed until such time as the
works are ready.” 1 hope to show the
Committee that the boat can be profit-
ably employed to sueh an extent that in
two or three years the profit can be set
np against the eapital cost, and the capi-
fai cost can he redueced to the normal
value of the ship in peace times.

Hon, F. Comnmor: You are hoping, then,
that the war will not be finished yet?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The hon, mem-
ber has no right to suggest anything of
the kind. If the war is finished to-morrow
there will be a lot of straighfening out to
be done,and even then the shipping world
will be busily engaged during the next
two or three years. What more nseful
employment ean a sleamer be engaged in
pending the ecompletion of these works
than in carrying our own products lo the
world’s markets at a time when freight
is praetically unobtainable] I hope that
wise counsels will prevail, and that so far
as this service is concerned it will be
allowed to proceed to a profitable result.
If the item is passed hon. members will
live to see these ships earrving cargoes
of frozen meat and ferhilisers from
Wyndham to the southern ports, where
both meat and fertiliser are alwavs re-
quired.  Having done one {rip to the
south what is more desirable than that
she should then go nmorth ard take wool
in at the various poris. and finish up
with a full load of meat at Wendham,
and take the whole to the world’s mar-
kets? T would like to ask merabers rep-
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resenting agrienltural interests in this
Chamber what they would say if the Gov-
ernment built railways and did not pro-
vide the necessary rolling stock for the
carrying of the produce to the markets.
They would immediately blame the ad-
ministration of the Railway Department
because there were no trucks available
and ne facilities for providing transport.
Yet these very same members knew that
the works were to be completed in Mareh,
1916, and that, failing this, the works
are now being pnshed on, and yet they
refuse to grant this ship to the Govern-
ment for the purpose of carrying the pro-
duce. If they refuse to do this then the
meat works might just as well be shnt
down altogether. They blame the State
Steamship Service because the manage-
ment had the foresight to see that if the
works were completed there must be 2
boat in which to carry the produets of
these works. Mr. Connor suggested that
the service was of no advantage to the
State. In my opinion he is out of touch
with his constitnents.

Hon. F. Connor: You will find that,
when you go up there against me.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! ‘The hon.
member should confine himself to the
amendment on this item.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I think T am en-
tifled to disenss this question as a matfer
of the country endorsing the policy. I
was the last member in the North Pro-
vince to be retnrned to this Chamber, and
I kave been the only one elected since the
establishment of the State Steamship
Service, and I was elected pledged to
snpport that service. The handsome ma-
jority which I received was due to my
advocacy of this service. Beores of men
in the North told me that they supported
me becanze they would be glad to be re-
lieved of the steamship octopus which had
been hampering their efforts for the last
gnarter of a century. I suggested on the
second reading that the item wmight he
rednced to £45,000, but, after what has
transrired. and after the exnlanation of
the Colonial Seeretary, T think I am
perfectly justified in asking the Com-
mittee to let the item remain as printed.
The Colonial Secretary bas explained

[COUNCIL.]

that in order to carry on the coastal trade
we must have a steamer of a certain de-
scripiion, and a stcamer that can earry
frozen meat in the lower hold, live stock
between decks, and passengers above, I
hope the ilem will not be amended, he-
cause we have the direst assurance of the
Premier and that of the Colomal Secre-
tary that no additional boat will be either
purchased or built without Parliament
being consulted. Tt may be that we will
reach the stage when Parliament will he
consulied, Tf T know anything abount the
development of the North-West I think it
will he necessary to consult Parliament at
an early date with the object of ask-
ing it to agree to the purchase of a
new steamer, 1f the Government have
the sanction of Parliament to do this, and
£50,000 authorily in addition with which
te pay 2 deposit upon a steamer, they
may be able to close on one pending the
provision of sufficient money to eomplete
ihe purchase later on. T ask hon. mem-
bers to watch the development of the
North-West. Any shipping eompany is
formed with the objeet of making profits.
We have only to keep our eyes open to-
day to see that the boats in Anstralian
waters are drifting into foreigm waters
becanse there is more profitable work
for them there. The settlers in the
North-West shonld not be neglected.
I feel sure that the Committee wil
be «called upon to ecome fto the
assisiance of the Government in
providing another ship in the near

Puture, There is the “N2” at nresent
carrying mails along the North-West
coast. She is only held on sufferance,

and may be taken away at any tiwe. If
she is taken away what is going to hap-
pen to the North-West9 What bnat is
going to earry our mails and provide for
traffic along the coast? I am convineed
that the State must go to the assistance
of the neglected North by giving it
steamer faeilities. If the House strikes
out the item, the other House will refuse
to accept our amendment. The Bill will
he returned to us and we shall have to
cat our words. The trouble has been
that the State steamships bave not
proved payable, and it has been the op-
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inion of the people that that was because
the steamers were moi suitable, but the
time has come when there 15 an excellent
opportunity of making a handsome pro-
fit and hon. members want to prevent
that,

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: Do you tbink
this ship will bring in a bandsome profit?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: This ship will
show a clear profit of between £40,000
and £50,000 per annum for the next two
or three years, and 1 suggest that the
Colonial Secretary should give an under-
taking to the House and he can do it if
he studies the figures, that for the next
three years the Government can take
£25,000 off the eapital cost of the steamer
ang bave a handsome profit besides, This
vessel, I understand, is the last word in
freight earrying vessels, and we must re-
member that freighls are continually ad-
vancing. I hope that the House, having
entered a protest, will not agree to the
amendment.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. member has put the case clearly and
foreibly. This is not so mueh an exten-
sion of the State Steamghip Service as
the provision of a neecessary equipment
for the carrying on of the freezing works
at Wyndham, Xor years, I have listened
to members clamouring for these freez-
ing works. When it was decided to es
tablish the freezing works, a Loan Bill
was introduced and in it provision was
made for the raising of £200,000 for
these works. That Bill received the
plandits of hon. members, and it went
through almost without diseussion, and
at once the Government set about to
carry ouf the construction of the works.
A contract was let which ended suddenly
and the Government stepped info the
breach and proceeded with the erection
of the works. Then we found it was
necessary that provision should be made
for bringing down the meat. We were in
a quandary uniil the offer of this steamer
was made to us. We decided to aceept
it without referring the matter to Par-
liament because in the first place, there
was a prohibifion against the publication
of the fact of sale and in the second
place, the mafter of the purchase could
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not be left open, so we secured the ves-
sel. The Government have been doing
everything possible in the direciion of
hastening the completion of the freezing

works. At the present time the water
supply is almost completed. We have
120 men employed in  connection
with the works. There are 13l%
miles of pipes laid and the water

should be in Wyndham by the end of
December. Some of the minor works are
in course of construction. We have ae-
tually paid out in cask £61,000 and the
expendlifure 1is daily increasing. The
material will be arriving and it will have
to be paid for, and we are in the position
that nearly all the material has been paid
for, and all that will be necessary for us
to find in the shape of money for con-
struction will not represent a very big
item. We have also made provision in
the present Loan Bill for £350,000 for
abattoirs, refrigerating works, ete. We
have to do all these things, If the works
had not been necessary, hon. members
should not have advocated them, Now
that we have started the works and hav-
ing sunk over £60,000 in them and com-
mitted ourselves to another £40,000, ef-
forts are heing made to prevent us com-
pleting our designs. The “Kangaroo”
will be put on in order to bring down
chilled meat from Wyndham to Fre-
mantle but she will not be on that work
permanenily, only until another steamer
which we are asking authority to build
is pubt in her place. This other steamer
will be able to bring down 700 ecareases
of chilled meat, 300 head of livestock,
and there wili be accommodation for 100
first-class passengers and 60 second-elass
passengers. The Premier has given an
assurance in the Legislative Assembly
and I have given a similar assur-
ance here, that before any aection is
taken in the direction of making a con-
tract for the purchase of another ship we
will approach Parliament and get their
sanction. Hon. members ean rely upon
my word heing kept. I do not think I
have ever made a promise that I have
broken. We were eommunicated with by
the Imperial auatborities to make pro-
vision for the supply of meat for the
British army, That had a great effect in
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stirring the Government into action. We
knew that it would be impossible to raise
money in England, but when this pro-
position was submitted to the Chancellor
of the Exchequer by Sir Newton Moore,
he at onoce granted his approval and
wished us success. What alternative have
hon. members who are opposed fo this
item to offer? What do they propose that
we shall do. The works are being erected
in the interests of two parties, the pro-
ducers in the north-west and the con-
sumers in the south. What use would it
be for the Government to ereet works un-
less they made the provision to bring
down the meat? If the Bill is amended
so as to deprive ns of the means of
of bringing down the meat, what al-
ternative will hon, members propose?
Are we lo proeeed with the erection of
these works, and involve the couniry in
further expenditure, or are we to face
the present loss, abandon the works, and
leave it to another Government to devise
some method of operating works without
the help of State steamers? Perhaps
arrangements couid be made with the
shipping ecompanies, those public bene-
factors who have inereased freights be-
tween Anstralia and London so greatly
that the producers will be penalised
enormmously. 'Will hon. members throw
the producers of the Kimberley district
inte the jaws of the shipping combine?
That is the position. The proper course
would have been to approach Parliament,
but it was impossible to do so. In the
Loan Bill passed in March last, £200,000
was included for the provisior and
equipment of the Wyndham meat works,
snd hon. members must recognise that
steamers are an essential portion of the
equipment of the works. There is no
possibility of the money heing required
until Parliament meels again, bhut it
would be equivalent to censnre of the
Government if the item were struek out.
If members think it advisable to reduce
the item by £55,000, and will be prepared
to consider the matter Jater, even to the
extent of attending a special meeting of
Parliament, I shall offer no objection.
One hundred and twenty men are em-
ployed at Wyndbam, and if we receive

[COUNCIL.]

encouragewent we shall inerease the
number and guarantee to have the works

in operation by April, 1917. But
if for our action, taken in the
best interests of the coontry, we
are censured by the House, prob-

ably the works might be delayed. If the
item is reduced beyond the amount
stated, we could not underfake to spend
another shilling in continuing the erec-
tion of ihe works, and I say that with-
out making a threat. The Diesel ship is
booked for nine months to earn £72,000,
and on a basis of a probable cost of
£40,000 a year—that iz about the cost
of the “Kwinana” and the cost of this
boat shonld be less—there will be a profit
on the nine months of £42,000, less de-
preeiation and interest for that period.

Hon, A. SANDERSUN: T am unable
to vote, as I bave promised to pair with
Mr. Jenkins, but I am wunwilling to per-
mit my name to appear without giving
my ressons. I suppori the proposal of
Mr. Cullen to pass the amonnt of
£145,000 and leave the balance over, Mr.
Colebateh argued that this procedure on
the part of the Governmeni has been un-
constitutional, and that the venture will
prove unprofitable. I agree that the
(Fovernment’s aclion has been irregular,
but would not it be unconstitutional on
the part of members to take the manage-
menl of the affairs of ihe country out of
the hands of the Governmeni?

Hon. H. P. Colebalech : Would you
hesitate to do that if it were for the
country’s good?

Hon. A. SANDERSON : The only
peaple who can turn nut the Government
are lhe electors, Mr. Holmes said this
would prove a profitable veniure, and
Mr. Colebateh said it would be unprofit-
able.

Hen. H. P. Colebateh: We shall know
in two or three years’ time who is right.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: If the boat is
likely to prove profitable, I should be
more opposed to it than if it is going to
be unnprofitable. If the Government ob-
tained a handsome profit from the vessel,
the great bulk of the people would advo-
cate the purchase of more ships in order
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1o make money in that way. That is the
danger. As Mr. Connor pointed out
last night, this poliey prevents private
enterprise from coming to tbe eountry.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER : Mr., Holmes
spoke of the Country party members as
being opposed to the State Steamship
Service. Because we are opposed to the
purchase of the “Kangaroo,” it does not
follow that we are opposed to the State
Steamship Service. It has been shown
that the “Kangaroo” is unsuitable for
the northern trade. The Colonial Secre-
tary said she could get into the ports in
the north if she was earrying 1,000 tons
of cargo. That wounld not be profitable
with a boat of 6,000 tons capacity. If
the boat were suitable for the northern
trade, we might have been expected to
overlook her purchase at such a time,
but when a steamer is purchased at war-
time price, or three times the normal
price, and there is no immediate use for
it, we should not be expected to support
the purchase.

Hon. B. G. Ardagh : The Colonial
Seerelary showed there is need for it.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: The Minister
said the meat workg eould not he finished
for 17 mooths, and this boal bas been
purchased to carry the meat from those
works to the southern ports. On the
Minisler’s own showing there is no need
to purchase a boat for another 17
months, and if the works are to be built
by day labour, it will be more like 17
vears hefore they are finished, The
manager of the State Steamship Service
advised the Government that these boats
were very good for oversea trade. Are
.we suppoerting the purchase of a ship
for oversea trade in order to make a few
pounds that way? Have the Government
reached that level? I would never agree
to purchasing ships for the oversea trade.
T am_not opposed to a steamship service
to relieve the North, but T am opposed
to the purchase of steamers for oversea
trade, more especially one like the
"Kangaroo,” which is not suitable for
our North-West trade.

Hon. A. Sanderson: You are charter-
ing them for vour wheat to-day.

[95)
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Hon. C. F. BAXTER: [ would not
agree to the purchase of Staic steamers
for the carriage of wheat. It would have
been far beiter if the Federal Govern-
ment had not interfered in the matter
of the carriage of our wheat. Mr. San-
derson chuckles, We had the offer of
two hoats, and the charter was held over
for a month at 63s. a ton, and the
Federal Government are paying 83s.
Perhaps that will satisfy the hon. mem-
ber that the [ederal Government made
a mistake.

Hon. J. Cornell: Would two boats take
all vour wheat?

Hon. C. ¥, BAXTER: The matter has
gone too far now, and we must do the
best we can under the Federal arrange-
ment. It has been stated by Mr. Holmes
and also by the Colonial Secretary that
the manager of the State Steamship Ser-
vice when recommending the purchase of
this Diesel ship had good reason to be-
lieve that the Wyndham Freezing Works
would be completed by the end of next
Mareh. It was, however, at thal time
very well known that the works could not
be fimished for two years at the earliest.
Mr. Holmes asked, what would hon. mem-
bers think if railways were supplied and
no stations and no rolling stock were sup-
plied? By way of reply, T ask what
wonld Mr. Holmes say if he saw the Gov-
ernment building railway stations and
providing rolling stock when no railway
was in existence? Their action in huy-
ing the Diesel ship is on a par with that.
As regards the Colonial Secretary’s re-
guest for the furnishing of an alterna-
tive scheme by opponents of the pur-
chase, T may throw out the hint that in
view of the dav labour system adopted
by the Government, shipping will be a
thing of the past by the time the Wynd-
ham Freezing Works are completed and
that transport will then be effected en-
tirely by aeroplane. The Colonial See-
retary states that there is no chance of
the extra £53,000 being expended before
Parliament meets again. If that is so,
why do the Government want the money
voted now instead of next session? One
of the greatest objections to the purchase
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of the ““Kangaroo’’ is the seereey main-
tained after the purchase had bheen ef-
fected. The negotiations should certain-
iy be kept secret, because of the manner
in which prices are run up on Govern-
ments and especially on the present
Government of this State. However, as
soon as a purchase or a contraet is com-
pleted the Government no longer have
any right to withhold the information
trom Parliament and from the public.

The Colomal Secretary: How long was
information concerning this  purchase
held back?

Hon, C. ¥. BAXTER: For weeks and
weeks, and members who asked questions
in this Chamber were put off by side-
tracking answers. The promised profit
of £42000 per aunum leoks eharming.
My, Holmes 1s eloquent regarding  the
profils which this Diescl vessel is going
to make for the State. We have had
many of these alluring prospects of pro-
fits from State trading eoncerns held
out to us hefore; but, somehow, the con-
cerns seem always to result in deficits.
The Colonial Secrctary says the eost of
rumning the Diesel ship will be £30,000
per year.

The Colonial Seeretary: [ said ihe
cust would be £30.000 for nine months.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: I do not think
anvone knows what will be the cosi of
running a Diesel ship on this coast. Per-
haps the worst feature of the whole busi-
ness ix that in order fo make the pur-
chase the Government had to pledge the
credit of the Staje. They pledged the
credit of the State in order to purchase
a vessel whielh according to the Colonial
Secretary will not he needed for 17
months, and which according to my view
will not be needed for three vears. The
Colonial Seeretary has said that one of
the objects in making ihe purchase was
to supply meat to the British army. Aec-
cording to the lion. gentleman himself,
however, the works cannat he finished for
17 months. How long does he cxpect
the war to last? Sarely we shall see the
end of it within 17 mwonths. T myself
teel that the war will be over before that
time, My position is that T bave agreed
to pair with Mr. Kirwan, but T do not

[COUNCIL.]

like to let this matter go to the vote
without having expressed my opinion.

Hon. J. F. ALLEN: It is my inten-
tion to suppori the amendment, not be-
canse I am oppused to the State Steam-
ship Service insugurated by the Gov-
ernment or becanse 1 am in favour
of that serviee. The present is not the
time or the opportunity for a discussion
of (he State steamship project. Speak-
ing here some time ago on another mea-
sure, I snid that the making of one mis-
fake ledd 1o 1he making of a great many
mure by those who committed the original
error.  Three vears ago | said on the
publie platform thai this Chamber had
committed an indiscretion in passing ilems
on the Estimates for the purchase of
State steamere. That indiscretion has led
to the present diffienliv, as well ax to the
establisluent of many of the State enter-
prises under which we are suffeving to-
day. [ said three years ago that this
Chamber should have stroek ont the jten
for State steamers and thereby decided
onee and for all whe was to interpret the
policy of the country—the Government
or Parliament. The Government, coming
mto power charged with a mandate from
the people, as they claimed, to earey oul a
certain poliey, forgot that Parliament is
eleeted 10 earry out a poliey and thal the
business of JMinisters is to guide Parlia-
ment in s deliberations and to place a
policy hefore Parliament. Whenr Minis-
fers arrogate to themselves the power that
1Parliament shonld have, then it is the
duly of Parlinment lo enler an emplatie
protest by cutting off supplies. The man-
date which the Government eclaimed to
have was to establish State steamers for
the purpose of cheapening the price of
meat in the metropolitan avea hyv bring-
ing the populous portions of the Siaie
in close touch with the pasioral areas
of the North. Thexy made a mistake at
that ime by starting the zerviee withont
the anthoritv of Parliament, and by start-
ing 1t on lines laid down by themselves
without the approval of Parliameni. 1
am nol prepared lo axree to the eontin-
nance of such a poliev. As recards the
cost of the “Kangaroo” mueli difference
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of opinion appears {o exist. Mr. Cole-
hateh read a deseripfion of a vessel buil}
approximately simultanecusly with the
“Kanwraroo”—a larger vessel built for
ahoui kalf the cost, From my knowledge of
the cusl of ships, and from information
I have gathered from people interesied
in shippine maiters all their lives, T am
satisfied 1hat wider normal conditions the
“Kangaroo” is not  worth more than
£60.000. [ will admit that she is fitted
willt o Dicsel ongine and that she is the
last word in eargo ships. As  an  en-
zineer 1 will further admit that 1 believe
ihe Diesel engine is the propulsive power
of (he fulure in this eonnection. Diesel
ships are vooler than steamers, and have
inare accommadation, and require less fuel
and cheaper fuel and less labour. Still,
the fact remains ihat in purchasing ihe
ship the Government paid something like
150 per cent, more than her value in nor-
mal times. 1l is claimed that the Govern-

" menl witl earn abont £35,000 a year iu ex-
cess of the ¢ost of running her, and that
thus the abnormal cost of the ship will
he liquidated in two or three years’ time.
That might be a business proposition for
Afr, Holmes, or for a gentleman engaged
in induslrial pursuits; but the Govern-
ment have no right to gamble on the future
in such a fashion. We all hope this lam-
entable war will have heen brought to a
close before three or four vyears have
passed. No Government, therefore, has
the right to gamble on such a disastrous
contingency as the continunation of the war
for that length of time. I am of opinion
that the excess cost of the ship over the
eost in normal times should be earned by
her during the first twelve months. That
would mean that she should earn a per-
centage of profit 80 or 90 per cent. over
what she would earn under normal con-
ditions; which, however, is impaossible.
The Colonial Secretary estimates that the
ship might earn £23,000 per annum.

The Colonial Seeretary: No; £42,000
in nine mounihs.

Hon. J. F. ALLEN: Net earnings, pro-
fits over expenses?

The Colonial Secretary: Yes,

2095

Hon J. F. ALLEN : Even that is assum-
ing Lhe Colonial Secrelary’s estimate of
expenditure is correct. When T look at
the present running cost of State steamers
and find it is something like £7,000 or
£8,000 a month, and when I iake into con-
sideration that the administrative expenses
will be the same in connection with this
ship, and further, when I Dbear in mind
(hat the “Kangaroo” is to engage in
a class of trade far beyond anything the
Slate steamers have engazed in up to the
present, I am led to (he conclusion Lhut
the estimate of expenditure placed before
(he Chumber by the Minister musl be
erroncous. I have inruired from men of
livelong experience in connection wiih
stgamers, not amatears without previous
experience placed in charge of steamers:
and I amn assured by those experienced
men that the revenue which the ship will
earn in excess of revenue under ordin-
ary conditions would be handsome if the
purchase had been made at normal cost,
hut that at the priee at which the ship
has been bought it will take some years
to pay off the extra eost and that conse-
quently he vessel will not show the pro-
fits the Government anlicipaie. We have
heard of encrmous profils 'to be earned
by the Government before, but up to date
cvery Government undertaking huas shown
a loss rather than a profit. Even wlere
a profit has been shown, there is good
reason to believe that standing charges
have not been allowed for and that it is
thus a profit is shown, In the circum-
stances, T do not feel justified in support-
ing the item.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: It is my inten-
tion to show my disapproval of the ac-
tion of the Government in purchasing
this steamer by voting for the amend-
ment reducing the item in the first sche-
dule. The Chairman has allowed the
question of the freezing works at Wynd-
ham (o be associated closely with the
steamer now under consideration. That
decision was a wise one, heeause it has al-
lowed members an opportunity of esplain-
ing their views very fully to the Commit-
tee. During the term of the Wilson Gov-
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ernment, freezing works at Wyndham was
a burping question and the object then
was the bringing down to the southern
market of a better quality of meat and
also the reduction of the cost of meat.
When the present Government came into
power fthey discontinned that proposal
and instituted in lien the muech discussed
State steamer proposal. From the incep-
tion the Government made a huge blua-
der in the class of steamer selected for
that purpose, They went abount it, as
they have told us, after getting the very
best advice from the Agent General! and
elsewhere. But it now turns oul that the
“Kangaroo”. is being purchased: from the
same company as they bought the steamer
“Western Australia” from.

The Colonial Secretary: That is not a
faet. .

Hon. J. DUFFELL: The Governinent
have made a blunder in getting a steamer
which is not suitable for the class of
trade for which she is intended, and it
seems they have not benefited as they
should have done by the mistakes of the
past, Sinee the Wyndham works were
abandoned and the State sleamers in-
angurated, a foreign company has started
chilling works at Port Darwin and made
preparations for =2 eonsiderable time
ahead for the supply of cattle, As a re-
sult of information imparted to the Col-
onial Secretary from time to time by this
House, that Minister has apparently
come fo the conclusion that the Govern-
ment should never have stopped those
works, and as a further result of the
education the Colonial Secretary has re-
ceived from members of this House he
was instrumental, according to his own
statement, in bringing Cabinet fo think
the same way. Eventually they started
freezing works and the State steamers
are to be ufilised to bring down the frozen
products to the Perth markets. They
have also decided to launch out in the
oversea shipping trade. Instead of con-
sulting Parliament, as I unhesitatingly
say they should have done, and placing
their proposals before Parliament, they
have launched out on the overseas trade.
Thus, instead of reducing the price of
meat they have lannched upon a scheme
which, if it is suecessful, will have the

[COUNCIL.)

opposife effect, of keeping the price of
meat high, becavse it is proposed to go
in for exporting to other parts of the
world. Much has been said about the
high freights ruling at the present time.
Members of this House have tried to in-
stil into the leader of the House that
supply and demand governs prices, Sim-
ilarly sapply and demand governs the
question of freights. We know that at
the present time numerous vessels have
been taken off the various shipping
routes of the world with the result that
freights are higher to-day than they
have ever been in our histery. I main-
tain that the Government in purchasing
this steamer at a time when Parliament
was sitting have done wrong. There is
no excuse for their having made final
arrangements without giving information
fo Parliament, especially when it is re-
membered that information was sought
by numerous questions from {ime fo
time. They have mortgaged the eredit of
the State to secure a steamer which is
altogether unsuitable for the trade. I
can understand the attitude adopted by
Mr. Holmes, who is pledged to support
the State steamers, but the time is not
very long since when Mr. Holmes played
a prominent part in regard to the actions
of the Government and the State steamer
enterprise generally. This Committee is
going to mark its disapproval of the
Government’s action in buying this
steamer without having laid the whole
business before the House. I have no
hesitation in supporting the amendment
for a reduction of item 23 of the firsi
schedule. ’

Hon., F. CONNOR: It wounld be idle
of me to repeat the arguments T have set
up previously in this House on many oc-
casions. 1 may say that it is my inten-
tion to vole against the amendment, and
to ecriticise the arguments which lhave
been put before us that this venture is
in the interests of the North-West. T am
a representative of the North aod have
heen such for nearly twenty years. We
have heard the argument from the leader
of the House that the Bill is jnstified be-
cause a certain firm wanted to buy ihe
ship. There is no shipping company in
Anstralia or in England who woujd not



[24 XNovemper. 1915.)

take an optien over the ship. That is all
the firm in question asked for and it an-
nuys me, a5 a man who knows the ship-
ping and catile business, that I should be
asked to swallow irresponsible argu-
ments that a firm would be prepared to
buy a vessel merely because they said
ihey would be pleased to have an option.
We have also been told it is possible this
sieaner will pay for herself in three
years, even at the abnormal priece paid,
because of the high rates ruling to-day.
Any twopenny half-penny shipping firm
backed up with the same unlimited eapi-
tal, if they were given time to make two
or three voyages, conld do that. We are
lold that if the war continues for three
vears, we may get ouwr money back for
that ship. The ship is not suitable for
the trade. As we have paid £140,600 we
must put up with a bad bargain. Any
ordinary shipping firm could do that if
it had the opportunity of running the
vessel for three years under existing
conditions. The “Western Australia”
was to bave been the salvation of this
country. She was to have done all the
things Mr. Holmes said she would do,
but he has since found out that she conld
not do anything of the sort. The ‘“West-
ern Australia” was purchased from the
very company for which the “Kangaroo”
was built. The “Western Australia” hav-
ing been such a very bad bargain, it
wotilld have been oaly reasonable if the
Government had said, “No more boats
from that company.” Yet this “Kan-
garoo” was built for that company at a
cost of £60.000 and purchased by the
Government for £140,000. I am voting
for the item, 1 want some information
from the Colonial Secretary in respect to
the insurance of the ship. The Colonial

Secretary said it was 5 per cent. Did
he mean per annum?

The Colonial Secretary: Yes, per
anpum,

Hon. F. CONNOR: Then the hon.
member has made an exceptionally good
deal; that is. if he is right, but T do not
believe him. I do not think he is correct.
The Government have been very good to
the North. They have made promises
and promises and promises. Billy went
up there and we got more promises, The

2697

Colonial Secretary has taken credit for
the determination to erect freezing works
at Wyndham, In season and out of sea-
son I have clamoured for justice for the
North. The North has never bad that
justice, not even under the Wilson Gov-
ernment, which, by the way, was worse
than the Labour Government, and that
is saying a great deal. I congralulate the
Colonial Secretary on the faet that his
Government are going to build those
freezing works, But why are they going
to build them? Because the Common-
wealth Government, with more sense and
a better knowledge of the position, took
charge at Port Darwin and started freez-
ing works ihere. There would have heen
no freezing works contemplated for
Wyndbam but for the fact that ihe Fed-
era] Government got in first at Darwin.
The present Minister for Lands in July,
1912, went up to Wyndham to inquire
into the position.

The CHAIRMAN: I will ask that
hon. members in dealing with the Wynd-
ham freezing works deal with them oaly
insofar as they affect the State Steam-
ship Service.

Hon. F. CONNOR: The Colonial Sec-
retary made his speech on the Wyndham
freezing works,

The CHATRMAN: As it affected the
State Steamship Service.

Hon. F. CONNOR: I think he went
beyond that. He said it was the poliey
of the Government to build these works.
However, the presenl Minister for Lands,
having taken a Stafe steamer and gone
to the far North to discover what wag
necessary, wrote an exceedingly long re-
port, of which the following is his own
summary—

1. There is nof available in sufficient
quantities the class of cattle to guar-
antee that when the meat is frozen it
eun sueeessfully compete on the world’s
market. 2. That the special local diffi-
culties of erection and obtaining water
supplies, plus the expensive cost of
operating, would make it impossible to
market the frozen beef without suffer-
ing finanecial loss. 3. That the price
that conld be paid for caitle for frees-
ing or canning purpeses would be less
than the sloek wonld command for the
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island  irade. 4. That the operations
of the State steamers, with Government
conirolled abattoirs, will have an effect
on the price of meat in the southern
market which could not be gained if
meat were sent frozen from the Kim-
berleys. 5. That the suecessful mar-
keting of frozem or canned beef is
difficult, while the marketing of live-
stock is comparatively easy. 6, That
an expensive and difficalt enterprise
should not be undertaken when there
is an alternative available. 7. That
the alternative is the fostering of the
island trade by making special inves-
ligations info its possibilities.

. That 1s lhe repert of the Mimister whe
was deputed to look inlo the quesiion of
the freezing works. That is the position,
a Grod-help-us position, We ave told hy
Mr. Holmes ihat there is no space avail-
able, and no possibility of geiling the
produee away, I think I know more
about it than he does. I have been Lhe
pioneer of the Kimberley ecatile frade
sinee its first ineephion, and 1 say that if
we had no Government steamers we could
handle the produce betler and more
clieaply, not only to the advantage of the
producer hut to the advantage also of the
consumer. If I do not knew, who does?
We did bave several lines of boals ruu-
ning on this eoast, but they were choked
ofl by the Government steamers. T have
previcusly said that the introduction of
the Government steamers into this trade
was a curse, and T say it again. My old
company had a steamer running there
for 20 odd years. The Adelaide Steam.
ship Co. had one and sometimes two, and
there were two boats running fo Manilla.
What is the position to-day We have
one solifary steamer bhringine catlle from
Wyndhanm to Fremantle. That is the re-
sull of interference by the Government
with private enterprise, The Government
cannot walk in and do that sorl of thing
sueceessfully. There is no trouble about
getling space to carry all that ean be pro-
duced in Wyndham., We have three lines
-of boats quite prepared to imsulate for
the carrying of chilled meat if it is made
worth their while. If we put on this
“Kangaroo” tn carry chilled meat, she
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will overload ibis market. What eonld -
be done with 5,000 or 6,000 tons of meat
landed al one time at Fremantled It
could not be given away. The ship is not
suitable. As a matier of faet, Messis.
Bethell, Gwyn enly wanled ihe option
over the boat. If I was not a member
for Lhe Northern Province, and I saw the
necessity for iaking all the risks and even
letting the rest of the eouniry suffer, I
would lesitate very muech before 1 would
give my vote in favour of the item we
are now discussing. The Colonial Sec-
retary erificised very severely the state-
ment by Mr. Colebateh from the Ameri-
ean journal which contained certain fig-
ures regarding the price of boats. The
first time the hon. gentleman spoke in
Committee, however, he took that journal
ta his breast and showed how he was right
and My, Colebatch was wrong. If we
cannot get sufficient eattle to fill the boats,
there is no necessity to have the boats.
The Wilson Government, I think it was,
when the agitation was on for the first
time at Wyndham, had it up against them
that he Federal Government were sup-
porting Veslty Bros, Here we have onr
friends in the Federal Parliament mak-
ing eontracts with stalions in Western
Australia under which these people who
send caltle to the State works at Wynd-
liam have to poy these other people 2s.
per head bounty. 1 ean prove that abso-
Jutelv. There is unrest over this matier,
and this unrest will continue until certain
things have been cleared up. I was told
by Mr. Holmes that T was not in touch
with my constituents. If ever a man has
worked hard for his constituents I am
that man. I have had offered to me the
position of Speaker, Chairman of Com-
mittees, and practically any position I
liked in the Ministry, but 1 have not ae-
cepted any oflice at all, and have done my
best for my counstituents, I must say I
have no time for the dirty insinuations
made by my hon. colleague.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: The Col-
onial Seeretary this afternocon introdueced
another high authority into this question.
He tells us that the venture had received
the benediction of the Chaneellor of the
Eschequer. I would like to know if,
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when that matter was placed hefore the
Chaneellor of the Exehequer, he was in-
formed of the opinion of ihe Premier,
that it might be impossible io have ihe
Wyndham works finished in time for the
1917 season. The Colonial Secretary
may be in a position lo answer that ques-
tion.

The Colonial Seerciary: No, I am not;
I could not sav.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: I think it
highly probable he was not told anything
of the sorl, for if he had been lold he
might have given a different decision. We
have been told thal it was impossible for
Parliament fo be consulted. If we look
up the files we find that for two months
these negotiations were proeceeding. ]t
was on the 24th .June that Sir John Biles
hrought under the notice of Mr. Stevens
the Eact that this vessel was lor sale, It
was not until the ist Sepiember that it
was finally decided to purchase her duar-
ing portion of whieh time Parliament
was in session. We were told that the
sale had Lo be kepl secret.  Ministers
seemr {o fhink that the people who had
the selling of this ship in their hands
were determined to do some great favour
lo ihe Weslern Australian  Government.
There is no member of this ouse, unless
it be ihe Colonial Secrefary, whe does
not think that this sale was a sale of the
vessel to {he highest bidder, and that the
publicalion of the faet ihat the Western
Australian Government were in negotia-
tion for her would not have prejudiced
the posifion, so for as the Government
were coneerned.  So long as they saw
there was a chance of getting £140,000
from the Government they wonld have
kept the offer open for the purpose. even
if Parliament was diseussing the nues-
tion.  With recard to Mr. Holmeg, he
states that the acting manager of the
State Steamship Scrvice had lo provide
a boat in connection with the Wyndbam
freezinr works and that he therefore
recommended this purchase. T ean hardly
think the hon. member has read the file
or he would not have made snch a state-
ment. The matter did not arize in that
way. T think it was in Bleak House that
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we read of an  ecceniric  gentleman

who was walking ent with hiz youny
Jady  on  one veeusion  Juoked  up

sndildeniy and said, “Here is a churvel,
let us go in and el warried” 1t
was very much in this way that this pur-
chase was effected.  Mr. Stevens said
suddenly, “There is a ship, let us buy
her. T will just read a line or two of a
report wherein Sir John Biles said that
the ship was available. He said, “T do
not reenmmend it,” Mr. Stevens further
pointed ont how unsuitable this vessel
was for the North-West trade, He said-—

T agree with Sir John Biles for (he
reason that the ship we waut for ihe
North-West coast 18 quite a different
type to the tramp ship of low speed,
and if the irawp ship were purchased
and altered to take mails, passengers,
and chilled meat, s grave blunder would
he made as the resuliing vessel wonld
he quite wrong.  As advised by Siv
John Biles in hiz eable of 29th June
ahove set out, Mr. Deuny then informed
me of the position and I rejecied the
Deisel tramp offered as I knew that to
endeavour to adapt her to our special
mail and passenger work would only
vesulf in a huge blunder, so I informed
Mr. Denny that he should so cable to
Sir John Biles. which he did on 29th
TJune. az follows.

A cable was then sent, “Stevens rejecis
Deisef offered.” That is the “Kan-
earoo.” He was not looking round for
a ship in connection with the Wyndham
business at all. He goes on—

On turning over the matter in my
mind, however, I decided to inform you
that T had heard that a Deise]l tramp
sleamer could be purchased, as with the
mrave shortage of ocean tonnage now
existing and likely to exist for some
iime after the war iz finished, T saw a
gzreat prospect of suecess with such a
ship in oversea work. as the service
wonld have a chance of participating
in the extraordinarv high freights now
being earned by oversea shipowners,

Later on in the snme report. on page 9,
he says—
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The ship could, of ecourse, go on at
this as long as the abnormal state of
affairs in the shipping world exists,and
I venture to suggest that this abnormal
condition must last for the next three
years at least, even if the war should
come to an early terminalion.

The Colonial Secretary: Continue the
reading.

Hon, H, P. COLEBATCH: On the
last page of the report there is one ref-
erence to the Wyndham freezing works.
The whole of the report shows that the
object of the manager in recommending
this purchase is that the State Steamship
Serviee should enter into the oversen
shipping trade. He says in regard to
this—

The Wyndham freezing works are
expected to be in operafion by March,
1917, and it is doubtful whether the
new North-West steamer will be ready
mueh before that, even if the order be
placed at once and the “Lalandia™
which could be partly insulated and
fitted with a refrigerator in England,
and on one of her visits there counld be
turned on lo the Wyndham work at any
lime in anticipation of the new ship,
and after the new ship arrived could
operate with the greatest possible sue-
cess in helping to take the produce of
the Wyndham works to oversea mar-
kets.

That is absolutely the only reference to
Wyndham in the whole of these 11 pages
of the repert and it occurs at the very
tail end of the report.

The Colonial Secretary: Did yon read
my letter to Cabinet?

" Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: I am only
referring te what Mr, Holmes said,
namely, that this thing had emanated
from Mr. Stevens with a view to supply-
ing the requirements of the Wyndham
freezing works. Mr. Stevens’s desire
was to open up a new hranch of activity
in the State Steamship Service and to
indulge in an oversea shipping trade.
Fair Play in commenting on the enorm-
ous addition which had taken place in
the price of shipping refers to the case
in which a number of high class vessels
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of an average age of seven years had
gone up very much in price. If mentions
that these vessels have changed hands
at about £12 per ton deadweight. We
bave bought the ‘Kangaroo” at £21
per ton deadweight. It is for members
of this Committee to take on themselves
the responsibility of deciding what they
are going to do. Are they going fo en-
dorse the action of the Governmeni in
violating the Constitution while Parlia-
ment was in session, of buying this boat,
and of embarking on an entirely new
trading enterprise? Are they going to
endorse this, and by that means prevent
themselves from again taking exception
to that action of the Government in
entering into this new enterprise of over-
sea trade, or are they going to take the
view of Mr. Holmes that this steamer
which cost £140,000 is going to be a pay-
able proposition?

The Colonial Secretary: What is the
alternative?

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : The
alternalive is this, When the Govern-
ment can say that the Wyndham freezing
works are completed, if they ever do say
so under their present day labonr sysiem,
or if they come within something like a
reasonable distance of completion, let
them proceed to make their chariers in
the same way as other people have to do.
It is not essential that the people who
have freezing works should have ships as
well. Tt is not essential that hecause we
grow wheat in Western Australia we
should have ships to take it abroad.

The Colonial Seeretary: Is that your
poliey ?

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : Wait until
the freezing works are within reasonable
distance of complelion, and then charter
ships.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The real ques
tion is, the aclion having taken place,
will this House condone it or bring about
what will amount almost to a revolu-
tion in politics al this juneture. That is
the question. I am entirely with Mr.
Colebateh in the case he has made against
the Government, but only differ from him
in Ihe censure thal will meet the ease and
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suit the times. The Government must be
censured, but it will be sufficient censure
lo eut down the vote by £55,000, condon-
ing the aclion fo this extent, that the
money which has been paid shall be
honoured, The debate in this House is
the severest possible censure on the Gov-
ernment. and will so he undersiood by
the people of the Siate. T shall vote to
strike out the £200,000, and then I shall
propose that the gap be filled by the
insertion of £145,000, the amount already
apent.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: [ propose to sap-
port the amendment for the deletion of
the item on the assurance of the Colonial
Secretary that the amount of £55,000
will not he required, and that the Govern-
ment will not purchase any class of ship
without Parliamentary sanetion, and
that, should it be neceasary to have this
sanction, Parliament will be called to-
gether to deal with it. I am not going
to accept the responsibility of voting
against a liability which has already
heen inenrred.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Mr. Cole-
bateh asked what would the farmers say
if the Government built rallways with-
out rolling stock. My impression is that
the farmers would say a good deal, and
the Government who attempted to do
that would hear sufficient about it, and
they would have to give place to some-
one else. The vessel in question will be
of little serviece to the majority of the
purts on the North-West coast because I
am given to understand it will not be pos-
sihle for it to enter many of those ports
on aecount of her draught. T am going to
vote against the item, but I do not in-
tend to support the proposal that the
amount of £145,000 should be substituted.
I shall vote against the insertion of that
amount with the idea of retaining
in the schedule the amount of £55,000.
T understand the (Government require
£55,000 with which to put in hand
the work of building a vessel to take
the place of the “Western Australia
T am therefore inclined to support the
proposal to vote £55.000. A smaller ves-
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sel would have been of greater service io
cater for the Norih-Wesi,

Hon. E. McLARTY : I am satisfied the
““Kangaroo’ has cost double what it was
worth to build, but the Government have
entered into a contract and will have to
pay for the boat. I have always opposed
the idea of the Government entering in-
to any of these enterprises. It will be
gratifving if the ‘‘Kangarco’’ returns a
profit of £50,000 per annum and it will
be the first time I have known any Gov-
ernment to make such a huge success
of a State enterprise. If a hoat like the
‘‘Kangaroo’ were filled with frozen meat
at Wyndham, it conld not be disposed of
in this market at 1%4d. per lb. and, in-
stead of helping the squatters as the Gov-
ernment propose to do, their action would
have the effect of closing down all the
stations in the North-West. If the
f‘Kangaroo’’ got one full load, there
would not be available for a considerable
time many cattle which would be fit for
freezing. T have always supported the
construetion of freezing works at Wynd-
ham on the score of humanity. I have
seen so much of the cruelly to animals
that T prefer anything to bringing the
cattle down alive. Day labour will be the
ruin of Western Australia and indeed of
Australia, and if there are 120 men en-
gaged on day labour, the works are not
likely to he completed for the next two
or three years, and when they are the
cost will be so great that, added to the
high price paid for the “Kangaroo” the
country will be involved in very heavy
loss. The Government should not rush
into big enterprises of this sort and
spend huge sums of money without the
authority of Parliament. However, the
boat having heen purchased, I shall vote
for the sum of £145000 to enable the
Government to meet their obligations.
Not a single reason has been advanced as
to why the £50,000 should be voted, and
the Government will not suffer if the
vote is redoced by that amount. Many
people have benefited considerably by
the State Steamship Serviee. Person-
aily I have not benefited by it. I believe
in private enterprise and, if the Govern-

sy



2702

ment had rot put on these boats, private
companies would have catered for the
trade.

The COLONTJAL SECRETARY : If the
Commiltee consider it advisable to re-
duee the vote by £55,000 I shall have no

objection. Fven if we had auathority, we
would not raise the money now and
there would be no likelihood of our

raising it until Parliament meets again.
If we gave an order for the second ship,
it could not be completed till at least 12
months after the end ot the war, Only
a few months ago it seemed that the war
was about to end but that prospeet has
passed away. I will aceept a rednetion
in the item to £145,000.

Amendment (to strike out £200,000)
put and passed.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: I wish to move
that £145,000 be inserted in lieu.

The CHAIRMAN: Is there any other
amendment ?

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : Yes, [have
an amendment to insert ‘< £5,000.7

The CHAIRMAN: Qur Standing
QOrders do not deal with this matter, hut
it is Parliaimentary practice to first take
the amendment for the greater reduction,
May at page 333 is fairly explicit on
the point—
When two or more amendments up-
on the same grant are, at the same time,
tendared to the commitiee, the chair-
man puts first the amendment whieh
proposes the largest reduction, and
then, if that be not accepted, the lesser
amendments.
I shall fivst iake the proposition of Ar.
‘Colebateli.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: I move an
amendment—

That “£5,000”7 be inserted.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes . - .. &
Noes .. .. .. 13
Majority against .. 7
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AYES,

Hon. J. F, Allen Hon. H. P. Colebatch

Hon. H, Carson Hon. I. Duffell
Hon. B. M., Clarke Hen, W. Patrick
{Teller).
NoES.
Hon. R, G. Ardagh Hon. R. J. Lynn
Hgn. I, Connar Hon. E. MclLarty
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. H. Millington
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. A, T. H. Saw
Hon. Sir J. W. Hackett | Hon. G. M. Sewell
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. J. F. Cullen
Han. J. J. Holmes (Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon., V. HAMERSLEY :
amendulent—

That “£55,6007 e {nserted.,

1 understand from speeches which have
been made that the Government require
a vessel Lo fake the place of the “Western
Australin.”  We have been told that the
Covernment  have  hounght  that vessel.
Many of us have heen in a dilemma as to
whether the “Kangarce” is lo take Lhe
place of the “Western Australin” The
Minister assares us that that is not so.
Other speakers have assured us that it is
impossible for the “Kangaroo” to replace
the “Western Australia” on the coast he-
eanse the “Kangarce,” in view of the
files, cannot get into all the North-
Western ports. We have to recognise that
the Government are under an obligation
to ecarry various mails; and T feel it is
necessary lhat the Govermment, having’
heen encouraged in the policy of a State
steamship service to be operated within
Stute boundaries, should be enabled (o
purchase a steamer for that serviee.
However, 1he policy of oversea shipping
has never heen endorsed by this Cliamber,
and therefore I do not consider we ave
hreaking faith with the Government in
reducing {he amount of the item to
£33,000, when we have ihe assurance of
the Minister that the Government ecan
resell the “IKangaroo” for the sum they
have undertakeu to pay for her, thal the
vessel ig bringing a large cargo to the
State, the freight on which will pay
sandsomely, and that the Government are
in a position to give the “Kangaroo” a
cargo of wheat to take away from here al
a rate of freight which will show a hand-
sonte profit. Therefore there is a good

I move an
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opportunity o return the boat to where
she came from, to be resold after earning
in the meantime those high freights. Fhus
the Government will get out of the {rans-
action with the least possible loss. 1In
conneclion with the Wyndbam Freezing
Works, the services of a boat will not be
required for the next two vears, during
which peried, T take it, if we ailow the
sum of £55.000, the Government will he
able to build or purchase a vessel more
suited to the trade than the “Kangaron”
ig, pariicularly having regard to the great
danger to large vessels from (he extra-
ordinary tides on the north-west coast.
We have enmdorsed the State steamship
service,

Hon. J. F. Cullen: No; we have not.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: We have
voted money for the purchase of the
“Kwinana” and the “Weslern Australia,”
and the Government have entered into
contracts for various services to the
North-\West. To carry oul those con-
tracts, the Government musi have boats.
The oil steamer purchase, however, re-
presents quite a new policy of open coni-
petilion with the mevchant services in
olher parts of the world. In that, the
Giovernment have no hope of proving
suecessful. The risk is too greal for this
State to undertake. Therefore, 1 hope
Lion. members will agree to an amount of
£35,000.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: This
is 1 most extraordinary amendment. If
carried, it is simply a direction to the
Government to order another ship as
gsoon as possihla, We have bought the
Diesel ship, and if the Loan Bilil is not
passed we will have to pay for the ship
out of revenue, aud on top of that we
shiall have this amendment of Mr, Ham-
ersley’s, if carried here and agreed to in
another place, as a direet instruetion to
order a mew ship as soon as possible, In
the event of Mr. Hamersley’s amendment
being ecarried, I certainly shall withdraw
my promise that no aciion will be taken
until Pavliament has been approached.
Most assuredly 1 never expected that Mr.
Hamersley would be one of ihe first to
eontest the necessity for a thoronghly up-
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to-date passenger ship fur the North-
West serviec..

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I adhere to my
original idea of voting £5,000. Ship-
owners at present are not buying either
steainers or Diesel ships. Shipping com-
panies with head-quarters in Aunstralia

are not inclived to invest in  farther
slewiers at the present  (ime, notwith-
slanding that numbers of their vessels

have been taken for Imperial purposes.
"Lhe best thing the Government can do is
iv accept the offer of Bethell, Gwyn &
Co. mentioned by the Colonial Seeretary,

lion. A. SANDERSON: Hon. mew-
hers know the delicale position one some-
times peis info over aflairs of this nature.
I have now to think of Mr, Jenkins, who
is nol here. I gave him a pair, and I
hope members of the Committee will as-
sist me, so that Mr. Jenkins' interesla
may be protected. 1 hope I may claim
a small indulgence.

The CHAIRMAN : This is in the
nature of a pursonal explanation.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I am in
favour of letting this £145,000 go
through, and Mr. Jenking is opposed to
it. I frankly admit I do not understand
this amendment of £35000. However,
I have to face Mr. Jenkins to-morrow,
and therefore I hope I shall bave the
assistance of hon. members. I should
like to see this extraordinary amendment
withdrawn. I am eertainly not in favour
of it, and I do not know what M.
Jenkins would de with it.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: The amendment is,
perhaps, absolutely unique in this Cham-
ber. I ean quite nnderstand an hon.
member moving an amendment for the
purpose of bringing into operation some-
service or creating some system, but this
amendment amounts to an instruetion to
the Government lo proceed with the ex-
tension of the service which they have in
operafion and to repudiate their liability
for the vessel they have purchased. I
cannot reconcile the two propositions. I
feel that the Commitlee, without much
discussion, might reject this amendment.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: In ecase
this amendment goes to a division, I wish:
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to say that if Mr. Hamersley, without
explanation, had moved the insertion of
£10,000 or £20,000, I should have voted
for his amendment. My idea is simply
to vote for the insertion of the lowest
possible amount, so as to compel the Gov-
ernment to accept Bethell, Gwyn & Co.'s
offer. I do not want my support of Mr.
Hamersley's amendment to be taken by
the Government as a direction to buy
anotner ship.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN : I move an
amendment—
That “£145,000" be inserled.
Amendment passed, the schedule as

amended agreed to.
Schedules 2, 3—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment and
8 Message accordingly forwarded to the
Assembly requesting them to make the
amendment, leave being given to sit again
on receipt of a Message from the Assem-
bly.

STATE OF BUSINESS.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—~Central) [10.32]: I should
like to state that there is a possibility
of our closing down to-morrow, The
Lend Bill will be down at about 20
minufes past three and also the Bill deal-
ing with the questions which were to have
been submifted to the eleetors had there
been a referendum.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Shall we be able
to deal with that to-morrow at one sit-
ting?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: We
could, if necessary, sit on Friday, and
if the House required further time, could
even adjourn until Tuesday. 1 am
merely mentioning the possibility of our
closing down to-morrow. The Assembly
has finished its business and I was under
the impression that this House would
deal with the remaining Bills urgenily.

House adjourned at 10.34 p.m.

(ASSEMBLY.]
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Assent to Billa ... 2768
Ministerinl Statement, close of sesgion ., . 2769

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
3 p.m., and read prayers,

PAPTRS PRESENTED.

By the Honorary Minister: Papers re
special treatment awarded to George
Hughes, prisoner, at Kalgoorlie (asked
for by Hon. Frank Wilson).

BILL—COMMONWEALTH POWERS
(WAR). -
Second Reading.
Debate resnmed from the previous day.
Hon. FRANK WILSON (Bussex)
[34]: Lislening to the introduction of
the Bill by the Attorney General yester-
day, I could not help being impressed by
the belief that he was very half-hearted
in lhe task he had undertaken. Ii seemed
to me right through his remarks that it
was almost a distasteful task. Rightly or
wrongly he conveyed to me the impression
that the Government did not care very
mueh what happened to the Bill so long
as they introduced it to Parliament, that
they did their duty by that introduction,
and there it ended so far as they were
concerned. I wish to impress npon the
Chamber that this is one of the most im-
portant questions we have heen called
upon te consider for a long time past,
eertainly during the present session. It
is a malter that onght {o be dealt with
absoluiely on non-party grounds. Every
member, if be so desires, might well voice
his opinion for or against, without any
parly bias, not only the introduction of
legislalion of this description into our
Parliament, but also the merits of the
proposals contained therein. I want, if



